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INTRODUCTION. 


- ♦—- 

This monograph is an attempt to give a descriptive and historical accoimt of t-he 
chief monuments in the group of buildings found within the enclosure of the village of 
Nizamu-d Din, as well as brief biographical notices of the saint and other imjjortant 
personages who lie buried there, and whose tombs have been noticed. It is cliflELcult 
to relate the history of a saint without legends, and here also a few of the legendary 
accounts, which testify to the miraculous powers of the saint, have been narrated, 
but they have been confined to only those which are of a historical nature and, in most 
cases, have been referred to in authentic historical records. Some of the authorities 
quoted here are quite rare, not noticed before in any of the publications dealing with = 
the shrine of ShaM Nizamu-d Din, and they throw additional light on its history. 

My best thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Page, A.R.I.B.A., Superintendent, Muham¬ 
madan and British Monuments, Northern Circle, who kindly arranged to supply me 
with the plan and photographs. I should also acknowledge with thanks the valuable 
assistance of Maulvi Ashfaq Ali in collecting material for this monograph, 

Delhi:' ZAFAR HASAN, 'J^ssistant Suferintendeni, 

August 1st, 1919. ArclicBological Survey of India, Delhi. 
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A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DlN. 


Biography ot 
^aiyi 
Nlzamu’d 
Din. 


The tomb of Shai^ Nizamu-d Din is one of the most popular shrines in India, 
being visited by pilgrims from all parts of the country. It is situated in a village, 
called after the saint, which lies some four miles to the south of Shahjahanabad (Dehli 
city) on the Delhi Muttra road. 

Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, whose real name was Muhammad, was surnamed Sultanu-1 
Ma^ailA Shaili Nizamu-d Din Auliya.^ He was a Chi^iti saint, fourth in succession 
from I&uaja Mu‘inu-d Din Chi^ti of Ajmer, the founder of the line, the second having 
been ^uaja Qutbu-d Din Bal^tiyar Kaki, better known as Qutb Sahib whose shrine 
is at Mehrauli, and the third ^aM Faridu-d Din Mas‘ud Shakar Ganj of Pak Patan, 
the Plr or preceptor of Shaili Nizamu-d Din. 

The original home of his ancestors, who were Sayyid by caste, had been BulAara, His ancestors, 
It was the grandfather of the-saint, named Sayyid ‘Ali-al Bul^ari,^ who immigrated 
with his cousin Sayyid Iftuaja ‘Arab into' India during the early Muslim invasions. 

They first stayed at Lahore, but afterwards proceeded to Badaun, and as the latter 
city was the chief jeligious place at that time, they selected it for their residence.^ 

Sayyid Ahmad, the son of Sayyid ‘Ali, was appointed Qazi of Badaun^ by the Sultan 
of the time. Khuaja ‘Arab is said to have been a wealthy man, having a large number 
of slaves who carried on trade with his capital.® The relationship between the two 
cousins, Sayyid ‘Ali and Hiuaja ‘Arab, was further strengthened by the marriage 
of Sayyid Ahmad with Bibi ZulaiMia, the daughter of auaja ‘Arab, and our saint 
was born of this union at Badaun on Wednesday the 27th of Safar in the year 636 His birth. 
A.H. (9th October 1238 A.D.)® Sayyid Ahmad does not seem to have lived long after 

^ Thamardhi’l Quds, folio 186 (a) ; A^hldru-l Akhydr, p. 55. 

2 Siyaru4 A.uUya, p. 94; T]iamarahi4 Qnds, folio 186 (a) and (b) ; ShajaratuA Anwar, folio 269 (h) ; AzJcdr^ 

Ahrdr, p. 82 ; Akhhdr^iA AMijdr, p. 65. Farishta followed by a few other authorities gives the name of the grand¬ 
father of the saint as Banyal, and says that he came to India from Ghazni {Tdrikh-i Farishta, pt. II, p. 391). 

® Siyaru4 AuUyd, p. 94; Thamardiu-l Quels, folio 186 (6). 

^ Mirat4 Aftdh N'lmd, folio 93 (6). 

^ 8iyaru-l AuUyd, p. 94. 

® j^iajaratu4 Amvdr, folio 2706 ; 8iyaru4 AuUyd, p. 154. Tdr%Jch-i Farishta (pt. II, p. 391) and Khazlnatu-i 
Asfiyd (vol. I, p. 329) record the birth of Shai^ Nizanau*d Din in the year 634 A.H. (1236 A.D.) while MiraUi 
Aftdh Numd has it in 635 A.H, (1237 A.D.). But the author , of Siyam-l Auliya watha disciple and contemporary 
of the saint, and his statement may be considered more, reliable. AU these authorities, however, concur in the 
date of the month, which is given as the 27th of Safar, the second month of Hijra year. 
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his marriage, for he died when Shaili Nizamu-d Din was only five years old. The 
saint was thus brought up by his mother, who acquitted herself admirably of her 
charge. 

At the age of 16 Shaili Nizamu-d Din repaired from Badann to Dehli to complete 
his education^ and he studied there for three or four years under Khuaja Shamsu-d 
Din, the most distinguished scholar of his time, upon whom the emperor Ghiyathu-d 
Din Balban subsequently conferred the post of Wazir with the title of ^amsu-1 Mulk.^ 
It was on this occasion that Shaikh Nizamu-d Din contracted a friendship with Shaikh 
Najibu-d Din Mutawakkil, the younger brother of ShailA Faridu-d Din Mas'ud Shakar 
Ganj, which resulted in his becoming a disciple of the latter. He is known to have 
heard of ^akar Ganj at Badaun, and in the company of Shai^ Najibu-d Din learnt 
so much of his saintly attributes, that he was inspired with the desire of seeing him. 
During this period he lost his mother,® and was free to go to Ajodhan now known as 
Pak Patan, where Shakar Ganj was living. It is stated that after completing his educa¬ 
tion at Dehli, Shaili Nizamu-d Din expressed a desire for the post of, Qdzi of that city, 
but Shaikti Najibu-d Din dissuaded him from it.^ 

In the year 655 A.H. (1257 A.D.) when 20 years old, Shaildi Nizamu-d Din set 
out for Pak Patan.® He was received with marked favour by Shai^ Faridu-d Din 
Shakar Ganj, who forthwith made him his disciple, and after a short training of seven 
months and a few days sent him back to Dehli, entrusted with the commission of public 
guidance,® Subsequently on the 3rd of Ramazan 663 A.H (29th June 1265 A.D.)^ 
Shakar Ganj appointed Shail^ Nizamu-d Din his chief disciple, and granted him a 
certificate to this effect, which is preserved in Siyaru-1 Auliya (pp. 117-119), while at 
the time of his death, which happened a few months later on the 15th of Muharrara 
664 A.H. (27th October 1265 A.D.),® the former bequeathed to the latter the relics, viz., 
a cloak, a prayer carpet and a stafl; which he had inherited from his own preceptor 
Hiuaja Qutbu-d Din Balbtiyar Kaki.® 

On his return to Dehli after the short stay at Pak Patan in 655 A.H. (1257 A.D.) 
Shaili Nizamu-d Din had no place to live in, nor did he like the bustle of the city. 
Accordingly, after a sojourn of a few years there, he settled finally at Ghiyathpur. which 
was an insignificant village at that time, but according to legend, selected as his resi¬ 
dence under divine guidance.^® There he built a thatched house on the bank of the-river 


^ Sii/aru4 A'lilhjd, p. 100 ; Shajarahi-l Amudr, folio 274fe. According to TdrikK-i Fari^ta (pt. II, p. 391) 
and Siyam-l \lrifin (p. 59) the saint was 25 years old when he went to Dehli, while in Thamardtu4 Quds (folio 187 
(h)) his departure is said to have taken place- at the age of 12, 

2 Tdnkh-i FarMta, pt. II, p. 391. 

3 Ibid, p. 391. 

^ /M, pp. 391-92. . 

® Bdjicita-l Qdlubf p. 2 et-seq ; 8iyaru-l Auliya, pp. 107 and 154 ; 8hajaratu4 Anwar, folios 276 {a) and 284(a). 

• TdnkA4 Farista, pt. II, p. 392 ; FCk azlnaind Asfiyd, vol. I, 329. 

^ The authoi* * of 8iyaru4 AuUyd gives the date of this event as 669 A.H. (1271 A.D), which cannot 

ho correct, as Sfiakar Ganj tltedeafly.ih the, yehr 664 A.H. (12(li5 A.D.). 

® Khazinatu4 Asfiyd, vol. .1, p. 329; 8iyaru4 Aidiyd, p. 91 ; AJMdru4 Akhydr, p. 54. Farishta (pt. II, p. 390) 
orroneously places the doath of Shaij^ Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj in the yeai 760 A.H. (1358 A.D.); he also makes 
a mistake in the date of his birth, whicli he gives as 584 A.H. (1188-89 A.D.). According to Siyai'u-1 Auliya Shakar 
Ganj was born in 569 A.4I. (1173-74 A.D.), while in 584A.H. he became the disciple of Kiuaja Qutbu-d Din. 

® 8iyani4 AtiUyd, pp. 116-122 ; ^ajaratu4 Anwar, folios 284 (a) and 286 (6). 

8iyaTu4 Aullijd, pp. 108-11 \namardU4 Quds, fblios 226-27 ; Tdfikh-i Fanskta, pt. II, p. 393 ; i^iajaratu-l 
Anwar, folio 288 (a( J^azlnhtu4 Asfiyd, voL 1,^ p. 329< ^ 
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Jamna, where subsequently during the reign of 'Alau|i Din IQiuaja Ziyau-d 

Din ‘Imadu-1 Mulk, one of his disciples, erected a monastery {KhdnMM) for him> Local 
tradition avers that the dilapidated building, known as the ChillagM of Shail^ Nizamu- 
d Din, which stands ||p^he north-east corner of the enclosure of Hurnayun’s tomb, is 
the house occupied b^ie ShaiWi during his lifetime. Once settled in this village, he 
lived there until the close of his life, and was buried there after his death; Ghiya^pur, 
the original name of the village still survives, but has been given to a pattl or subdivi¬ 
sion of Nizampur. 

A few years after settling at ^iya&pur, the fame of ShaM Nizamu-d Din as a 
saint was established, and his convent was attended by large numbers of disciples. 
The transference of the royal residence to Kilukhrl,^ some two miles to the south-east 
of ^iyaApur, during the reigns of Mu‘izzu-d Din Kaiqubad and Jalalu-d Din Khalji, 
increased the number of his followers, and made him popular among the nobles and 
the attendants of the court, who came in the train of these emperors and resided in 
his neighbourhood. The author of Siyaru-1 Auliya relates this event in the very words 
of the saint as follows : “ At the time I settled at Ghiyathpur,, it had been only an in¬ 
significant village with very little population, but when Kaiqubad took his residence at 
Kilul^ri, a crowd of people came over here, and the nobles, the courtiers and the public 
disturbed me by their visits.”® 

The popularity of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din among the nobles and courtiers soon made 
him known to the emperors of Dehli, although he disliked their company and did not 
care to attend the royal court. Jalalu-d Din and his successor ‘^Alau-d Din Hialji 
treated him with great respect, and the latter emperor is known to have asked his 
prayers in cases of emergency. On the other hand, the emperors Qutbu-d Din Klialji 
and (^iya^u-d Din lu^laq were by no means favourably disposed towards the saint, 
and conceived measures to persecute him, thus, according to common belief bringing 
about their own ruin. Of the many stories told about the relations of the saint with 
the emperors, the following, which refer to historical events, deserve repetition. 


i Skajaratu-l Anwar, folios 288-89 and 322 (6), see also Xiamardtu-l Quds, folio 227 (a). 

“ Kaiqubad gave up residing in the city (Old Dehli), and, quitting the Red Palace, he built a splendid palace 
and laid out a beautiful garden at KiluJjhri, on the banks of the Jamna, Thither he retired with the nobles and 
attendants of his court, and when it was seen that he had resolved upon residing there, the nobles and officers also 
built palaces and dwellings, and, taking up their abode there, Kilukhri became a populous place, (miiot, vol. 
Ill, p. 126 ; Ziyd-i Barm, p. 130.) 

Sulpn .Jalalu-d Din Firoz Bialji ascended the throne in the palace of Kiluk^ri, in the year 688 A.II. (1289 
A.D.). The people of the city (of DehU) had for eighty years been governed by sovereigns of Turk extraction 
and were averse to the succession of lOjaljis ; for this reason the new SuMn did not go into the capital. The creat 
men and nobles, the learned men, the officials, and the celebrities with whom the city was then filled, went out to 
pay then respite to the new Sultan, and to receive robes. In the course of the fiwt year of the reign the citizens, 
the soldiers and traders, of all degrees and classes, went to Kilukliri, where the Sultan had a public Darbar 

The Sultan, not being able to go into Dehli, made Kilfikhp his capital, and fixed his abode there. Ho ordered 
tho palace, which Kaiqubad had begun, to be completed and embellished with paintings ; and he directed the forma- 
tion ot a splendid garden in front of it on the banks of the Jamna. The princes and nobles and officers, and the 
principal men of the city, were commanded to build houses at Kilukhri. Several of the traders were also brought 
froniDehh, and bazars were established. Kilukhri then obtained the name of ‘New town.’ A lofty stone fort 
was commenced and the erection of its defences was aUotted to the nobles, who divided the work of building among 

them. Ihe great men and citizens were averse to building houses there, but as the Suljan made his r^idence 

V- -“T" became well supplied. (Elliot, vol. Ill 

135-36; Z^ya'^ Barm, 175-76.) jta v , xxj, 

2 Siyaru-l Aullyd, p. Ill, see also Thamaratu-l Qnds, folio 227 (a) and ^Mjaratu-l Anwar, folio 288 (b). 
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Jalahi-d Din ^alji who was probably the first emperor of Dehli to pay regard to 
the saint, once offered him a village for his maintenance, but the saint refused to 
accept it,i and refused also the emperor’s request for permission to attend his monas¬ 
tery ‘Alau-d Din ^alji who also entertained great respect for the saint, was similarly 
refused the privilege of attending upon him.^ In the year 703 A.H. (1303—4 A.D.) 
Dehli was invaded by the Mughals under Targ^i Beg, and the emperor ‘Alau-d Din, 
whose chosen forces were absent on an expedition to Warangal in the Deccan, was not 
in a position to face the enemy. He entrenched himself, however, at Siri, whereon 
the Murals entered the city many times, and plundered the stores of grain. At length 
the emperor had recourse to ^ailA Nizamu-d Din, and it is related that the same night 
Tiir^i Beg was seized with panic and retired to his own country.^ 

In the year 710 A.H. (1310-11 A.D.) when M.alik Naib (‘Alau-d Din’s general, 
better known as Malik Kaffir) having conquered Arangal (Warangal) was returning 
to Dehli loaded with booty, the neAvs did not reach the capital for some time owing to 
the disarrangement of the posts (Thdnas). This caused much anxiety to the emperor, 
who sent two of his nobles, Malik Qara Beg and Qazi Mughi&u-d Din, to ShailA Nizamu- 
d Din with a request to favour him with intelligence by divine revelation. The saint 
informed them of the victory of the royal force and predicted many other conquests 
to the royal arms. The next day news of the conquest of Warangal arrived from 
Malik Naib.® 

‘Alau-d Din himself was not a follower of the saint, but at the instance of Malik 
Qara Beg, the princes Khizr ^an and Shadi Hian were made his disciples, on which 
occasion the emperor sent him a gift of two lacs of tankas for the attendants of his 
convent ®( In this connection Fari^ta writes “ The magnificent 

building which stands at his tomb was erected by ^izr ^an.” The name of the 
building, however, is not given, but it probably refers to the mosque now known as 
Jama‘at Khana. 

Qutbu-d Din, the successor of ‘Alau-d Din, was not on good terms with ^ai]A 
Nizamu-d Din, and Amir ^urd, the author of Siyaru-1 Auliya and a disciple of the saint 
gives the following reasons for it. “ The emperor had erected a Jami‘ mosque at Siri, 
the new capital of ‘ Alau-d Din. On the first day after its completion he announced 
that all the saints and learned men of Dehli should offer their Jum‘a prayers in his 
newly built mosque. The saint however took no heed of the royal mandate, declaring 
that he had a mosque for prayer in his own neighbourhood. Again, it had been a prac¬ 
tice for all the nobles, learned men and saints to attend the court on the first day of 
every lunar month in order to offer greetings to the emperor. ShailA Nizamu-d Din 
did not observe this ceremony personally, but sent his slave Iqbal. Thereupon the 

* Siyaru-i AuUya, p. 114 ; ^(ajarat'u4 Anwar, folio 291. 

2 Ihid, p. 135. 

^ Ziyd’i Barm, 332 ; Siyaru4 Auliya, p. 135 ; Th(inmrdtu-l Quds, folio 199. 

* Farista, pt. I, pp. 111-2 ; Bngga, vol. I, pp. 353-55. This event has also been referred to by 
2iya-i Barnh bnt he makes no mention of the saint. He says ;—two montlis the prayei’s of the wretched 
prevailed, and the accursed Tar^i retreated towai*cls his own country.’’ (Ziya4 Bar in,ZOl-2 ; Elliot, Yoh 
III, pp. 190-91.) 

Ziyd-i Barm, pp. 331-2 ; Tdri_^^i FariMa.^ pt. I, p. 119. This account is also given in Ti,amardtu4 Qnds 
(folio 192 a and h) and Khazlnatud Afiyd (vol. I, pp. 333-34), but with a little variation in certain particulars. 

♦ Tdrlkh^^ III, p. 394; see also Xkmiardt'a-l Quds, folio 192 (a) and KhazincUu-l A§piyd, vol. I, p. 331. 
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enemies of the saint sought to ^stit up the emperor against him, and the latter decided 
to punish him if he failed to attend the court at the next moon. But it so happened 
that the emperor was killed by his favourite slave fOiusrau j^an on the very night of 
the first moon, before he could carry out his intention.”^ Tarili-i Fari^ta, followed 
by Hiazinatu-l Asfiya, records that the emperor Qutbu-d Din bore a grudge against 
ShailA Nizamu-d I)In because of ^izr i^an, a disciple of the saint whom Qutbu-d- 
Din killed on ascending the throne.^ But this statement is not supported by facts : 
^izr l^an and Shad! ^an were imprisoned in the fort of Gawallyar and blinded by 
Malik Naib, who had placed prince Shihabu-d Din, a boy of seven years, on the throne 
after the death of ‘Alau-d Din, while the accession of Qutbu-d Din took place after 
the deposition of ^ihabu-d Din.® 

The hostility between the emperor l^iyadiu-d Din Tu^laq and the saint is well 
known, and different stories are narrated to explain it. The one given in. TariMi-i 
Fari^ta (pt. II, pp. 397-398) and ^ajaratu-1 Anwar (folios 395-6) runs as follows :— 

Khusrau ^an, who ascended the throne after the murder of the emperor Qutbu-d 
Din, made a gift of a sum of money to each of the saints in his dominion. A few of 
them refused to accept it, while the others kept it in deposit, but ShailA Nizamu-d 
Din spent the whole amount he had received. ^iyaAu-d Din Tu^laq on his acces¬ 
sion to the throne demanded the money distributed by IQiusrau fOian. Most of the 
saints paid what was due from them, but Shaili Nizamu-d Din did not make any res¬ 
ponse to the royal demand. Thereupon, the opponents of the saint thought it a good 
opportunity to accuse him of indulging in music which is forbidden by the Muslim reli¬ 
gion as propounded by Imam Abu Hanifa,'* and suggested to the emperor to elicit the 
views of theologians on the subject. Accordingly the saint was summoned to the 
fort of Tughlaqabad to clear himself of the charge brought against him. While the 
discussion was going on between the theologians and the saint, in the presence of the 
emperor, Maulana Tlmu-d Din, the grandson of SjiailA Bahau-d Din, reached the 
court from Multan, and the matter was referred to him. The Maulana, who was a 
great authority, justified Shaili Nizamu-d Din’s pleasure in music, and the latter 
was allowed to return home. The emperor however, although he did not interfere 
with the saint, was not pleased with him. Whilst he was returning from Bengal, he 
sent word to the saint to leave Dehli before his arrival. The saint who was then ill, 
said in reply “ Dehli is still far off ” and this prediction came to pass, for the emperor 
never reached Dehli, being crushed to death by the fall of a house at Tugiilaqabad. 
The prediction has now become a proverb in India. 

Ibn-i Batuta, who visited India during the reign of Muhammad Shah Tughlaq, 
a few years after the death of ShailA Nizamu-d Din, makes the following reference to 
him. 

There was then at Dehli a saint, Nizamu-d Din of Badaun. Junan Hian (name 
of the emperor Muhammad Shah when he was a prince) often visited him to implore his 


1 Styaru4 Auluya, pp. 150-61, see also Thamamtit-l Quds, folio 193 (a) and (b). 

* Tari^-i FarisAla, pt. II, pp. 394-96 ; EAazlnatii-l Asfiya, vol. I, p. 331. 

» Ziya-i Barnx, pp. 372 seq ; Tankh-i FariMa, pt. I, p. 123 ; EM&satn-t TawaHkh, PP. 228-29. 

«Iimin Abu Hanifa also called Imam-i ‘Azam was one of the four jurisconsults of Islam, viz.. Imam Abu Hanifa 
Imam Uanbab Imam Shafa'i and Imam Malik, from whom are derived the various codes of Muslim jurisprudence^ 
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prayers. One day he told the servants of the ShailA to let him know when the latlei* * 
should be in a state of ecstacy. When this happened Junan I^an was accordingly 
informed. As soon as the Shaikh saw him he exclaimed ‘ We gave you the kingdom.’ 
In the meanwhile the Shail^ died, and Junan ]^an bore his bier upon his shoulders. 
The emperor (^iya^u-d Din Tu^laq) heard of this, and was much annoyed.”^ 

The statement of Ibn-i Batuta is not very reliable, being contradicted by the fact 
that the saint died a few months after Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq, whose death is com¬ 
monly believed to have been caused by the curse of the saint. 

At the age of 89 the saint fell ill,^ and after a continued sickness of a few months 
died at sunset on Wednesday the 18th of Rabi'a II in the year 725 A.H. (3rd April 
1325 A.D.). On his deathbed he distributed all his property to the poor, while he 
presented his clothes to his chief disciples. The sacred relics,® which had descended 
to him from his preceptor. Shaikh Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj, were passed on to Shaikh 
Nasiru-d Din Ghiragh-i Dehli, whom he thus declared his successor, advising him to 
stay at Dehli, and to bear patiently the persecution, which should be inflicted upon bim^ 
Carr Stephen (pp. 102-103) makes the following remarks about the saint:—■ 

“ There were Muhammadan saints in India who are still reckoned as superior to 
Nizam-u ddin in piety and in ‘the secret knowledge of the future but none equal¬ 
led him in the hold he acquired on such varied classes of his co-religionists. Of his own 
fraternity, the well known Chishtis, there are three names before whom royalty has 
humbled itself, and which still hold a place in the daily thoughts and feelings of 
thousands of believers.” “ While living, he drew the pious allegiance of eager multi¬ 
tudes, and after his death, down to the very date of our description, pilgrinaages are 
made to his tomb from all parts of India, and miracles are still worked there for the 
believing.”^ 

Shaikh Nizamu-d Din is said to have worked many miracles, which need not 
be related here. In accordance with the advice of his preceptor he did not marry.® 
The attendants of the shrine who reside in the village of Nizamu-d Din and are styled 
Plrzddas are the descendants of his sister. He was also the founder of a Sufic order, 
subsidiary to that of Chishtiya and known after him as Chishtiya Nizamlya. The 
‘TJrs or anniversary of ^aili Nizamu-d Din is celebrated on the 17th and 18th of 
EabTa II, when his shrine is attended by large numbers of visitors and a mela is held 
there. 

1 Ihri'i Batuta, p. 86 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, pp. 609-10, see also Keene, p. 63. 

2 Siyaru4 Aullyd, p. 154 ; ^lajaratu-l Anwar, folio 336 seq. Historians differ regarding the age of the saint. 
Tdrith i FariMa {pt. II, p. 398) says 95 years, while in Kh azinatu-l Asjiya (vol. I, p. 338) it is quoted as 94 years 
from Mukkhiru4 Wddlln and Shajrai chiMiyd and 91 years from TacVilciratu-l ^AsMqln and Siyaru4 Asflyd, 

® It is interesting to note that the number of these relics differ according to various authors, but all concur in 
saying that the saint gave to Chiragh-i Dehli ‘‘ All what he had inherited from Shaikh Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj.** 
According to TJiamardt^i-l Quds (folio 261 a and h) these relics consisted of a cloak, a prayer carpet, a staff, a wooden 
bowl, a rosary and a pair of shoes. Faii^ta (vol. II, p, 398) repeats the list, but leaves out the pair of shoes, while 
jl£kazl7iatU‘l Aaflyd (vol. II, p. 337-8) omits the shoes as well as the rosary. Siyarud Aullyd (p. 122) makes no 
mention of the bestowal of these relics upon Chiragh-i Dehli, but it records that only .the first three articles, viz., a 
cloak, a carpet and a staff were received by Shaikh Nigamu-d Din from Shakar Ganj. 

* One of the Amirs of the court of Akbar, Husamu-d Din, though a young man, expressed to the commander 
his wish to resign the service and live as fagiir at the tomb of Nizamuddin Aulia in Dihli. Akbar permitted his 
resignation, Husam lived for thirty years as an^scetic in Dihli.” (A%n4 Akbart, vol. I, p. 440-41.) 

» TdnM-i FarisMa. pt. II, p. 398 ; KkazlnuM Aaflyd, vol. I, p. 336. 
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Nlzamu-d Difu 


Baoli of 
Nlzatnu-d Diiu 


The village of Nizamu-(i was enclosed by a rubble masonry wall, which was 
■repaired by Nawab Ahmad Ba khsh j^an of Firozpuri about the year 1223 A.H. (1808 
A.I).), when he restored the verandah surrounding the tomb of the saint. The enclosing 
wall together with the gateways on the east, west and north which gave entrance to 
the village is now in ruins. The southern part of the village, where lies a E;ot or walled 
enclosure, is reserved for the residences of the attendants at the shrine; while the 
northern part, termed Ydrdni Qhabutra, is occupied by innumerable graves and tombs 
of the followers of the saint, including those of the Mu^al princes and nobles, who 
were attracted by its sanctity to select it for their last resting place. 

The main entrance to the shrine of Shaili Nizamu-d Din is through a battleraented 
■doorway at the north-east corner of the village, about 100 yards to the south of the 
road from Humayun’s tomb to Safdar Jang. On entering it, the first object of interest 
which meets the eye is a hdoll (Plate 11, h), said to have been built by the saint, who 
initiated the work by digging with his own hands,^ and uttered a blessing on its water 
that he who drank one drop of it should have no fear against the fire of hell.* An 
interesting anecdote concerning its erection is related locally. It is said that 
the saint was building his well at the same time that the emperor was engaged in con¬ 
structing the fort of Tu^laqabad, and ^iyadvu-d Din anxious for its completion, 
did not want to have any of the Dehli workmen employed elsewhere. They were 
accordingly prohibited from working on the hdoU and compelled to work at Tu^laqa- 
bad. They worked, however, for the saint at night. Thereupon the emperor 
prohibited the sale of oil to the saint, but the workmen found the water of the bdoll 
answer their purpose equally well. Nizamu-d Din complained to Sayyid. Mahmud 
Behar, who happened to be building a mud wall, and the latter, angered at the emperor’s 
persecution of the saint, levelled his mud wall to the ground exclaiming at the same 
time “ I have destroyed his empire.”^ The water of the bdoU, which is brackish, is 
considered holy by believers, who bathe in it and consider it efficacious in curing dis¬ 
eases and expelling evil spirits. 

The bdoU measures internally 123' by 53' and is enclosed by dressed stone walls 
on the south, east and west, while on the north are the descending steps which are 
said to go to a great depth into the well. On the 1st July 1918 there were 38 steps 
above the water level. On the west wall of the bdoU are several tombs including a 
double storeyed mosque called the Ohinl led Burj, and from the top of these buildings 
men and boys dive for baJ^Aish into the water below from a height of some sixty feet. 

The GMni led Burj, which is in a dilapidated state, measures 21' by 12' 9" intern¬ 
ally, and has three arched openings on the east. The upper storey consists of a domed 
chamber 9' 4" square with remnants of tile decoration on the outside, which has given 
the building its name. Internally, the walls of .this upper chamber, which are pro¬ 
fusely ornamented with incised plaster and tile work, bear fragmentary verses lament¬ 
ing the death of a lady, named Zuhra. 

Another building worthy of notice on the west wall of the bdoll is a tomb, locally Tomb of BaV 
known as that of Bai Kokaldi. It is an elegant marble pavilion 13' 6" by 11' 5" covered Kokaidi. 

1 A^am-s Sanadld (ed. Cawni)ore 1904), chapter III, p. 28 (ed. Lucknow, 1900), chapter I, p.^. 

® Atharu-a ^anddld (ed. Lucknow 1900),chapter I, p. 42. 

® Thamdratu-l QudB^ folio 264 (a). 

* Carr Btefiherit 112^3. 


Qiliii ka Buru 
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by a vaulted roof, and containing three arched openings shaded by a chhajja on eaoh 
ot its four sides. An inscribed marble tablet is set into the floor of the building, and 
refers to its erection in the year 948 A.H. (1541-42 A.D.). The name of its founder 
18 not given in the inscription, but it is apparent that it was not originally intended as 
the tomb of Bai Kokaldi, who died in the year 1080 A.H. (1669-70 A.D.), more than 
a hundred years after the erection of the building. The inscription runs as follows 


Ajlar 





(0 

,e_ULj ai^lo J.>* jA jl jUi Jji| 

Jji/* fOy* ^JaJ j<3 0 

(n 


0^4. tj tX'*! 

(r) 





Translation. 

“ With the name of him who is holy. 

(1) This paradise-like tomb with excellent windows is a pleasant mansion and 

dwelling place like a palace in paradise. 

(2) While this structure remains glorious in the sight of the people, spectators 

from every direction shall behold it with pleasure. 

(3) As it is a place of pleasure, I said to the wise for the chronogram of the date 

of its erection ‘ a place and what a pleasant place.’ 

The scribe of this is Husain ^i^ti.” 

The grave of Bai Kokaldi, which is of marble, lies inside the pavilion slightly to 
the west. It is inscribed with the 99 attributes of God and a quotation from the Quran, 
on the south side being the following inscription which contains the name of the deceased 

^1 O^i (0 

ir) 

Translation. 

(1) “I enquired of the heart, which is pure and of innocent disposition, the year 

of her death. 

(2) It heaved a deep sigh and bid me say ‘ May she be a companion of the houris 

of paradise.’ 

Bai Kokaldi, the daughter of Mulayam I^an the year 108[0].” 

The date in figures is not clear, but from the chronogram it is calculated as 1080 
A.H. (1669-70 A.D.). 

No information is forthcoming about Bai Kokaldi or her father Mulayam J^an. 
Sangi Beg, the author of Sairu-1 Manazil (folio 41b) is of opinion that she was a mistress 
of Muhammad Shah, but this cannot be correct as her death antedated the birth of 
the emperor, which occurred in 1114 A.IJ. (1702 A.D.). From the fact that she was 
buried in a building of some pretension in the vicinity of the shrine of ^aM Nizamu-d 
Din, it may be hazarded that Bai Kokaldi was a follower of the saint, and a lady of 


and the date of her death. 
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some consequence. The toml? also noticed in Miftahu-t TawarilA (p. 274) where 
only the inscription on the grave is given. 

Adjacent to the tomb of Bai Kokaldi is a ruined pavilion of red sandstone known 
as Lai Chaubara, which contains a small marble grave assigned by local tradition to a 
child of royal family. 

On the east and south walls of the hdoU is a narrow passage, which leads to the 
tomb of the saint, and has recently been paved with red stone slabs by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Muhammad Rafiq, Judge of the High Court of Allahabad and a resident 
of Delhi. On the south and partly on the east, this passage is covered with a vaulted 
roof, which together with the rubble built structure immediately on the south was 
constructed by Malik Sayyidu-1 Hujjab Ma'ruf, the chamberlain of Firoz Shah, in 
the year 781 A.H. (1379-80 A.D.).^ An inscription on the southern arch of the 
entrance, which gives access from the hdoU enclosure to the tomb of the saint, refers 
to the date and the erection of this building. It is engraved on a red sandstone slab 
in AasM characters and runs as follows :— 
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Lai ^aubara. 


Arcaded pas¬ 
sage on the east 
and south walls 
of the baolL 


Inscription on 
the southern 
arch of the 
entrance to the 
south of the 
baoli. 


Translation. 


“ With the name of God who is merciful and clement. 

(1) In the reign of the great king, the fortunate monarch and the descendant of 

Adam, 

(2) The support of the religion of Ahmad {i.e., the Prophet), (named) Firoz Shah. 

who is a king. Lord of the happy constellation and the greatest sovereign, 

(3) The slave Ma‘ruf was assisted by God, and he made firm the foundation of this 

building 

(4) In the neighbourhood of the tomb of Shaikliu-1 Masliaikh Nizamu-1 Hac{ 

Waddin, the polar star of the world.' 

(5) Wahidu-d Din Qurai^I, my father, who was a companion of the devotees 

(of Shaikti Nizamu-d Din). 

(6) And who was confident in the secrets of the friend of God (Nizamu-d Din) 

with good faith and 'sincerity. 


^ Atliam-s Sanddid (ed. Lucknow, 1900), chapter I, p. 43. 
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(7) When he brought me before the chief of the world (Nizamix-d Din), he (the- 

latter) took me in his arms and named me. 

(8) And the Shaikh with the breath of Jesus named me Ma ruf^ in his own utterance,. 

in this world. 

(9) I hope through that auspicious utterance to attain to fame in the next world 

also. 

(10) Bead the date of the completion of this building as welcome when you visit 

this place. 

(11) It was seven hundred and eighty one from Hijrat when this building was 

erected; God knows best.” 

Ma'ruf was a favourite noble of Firoz Shah having the rank and title of Malik 
Sayyidu-l Hujjdbithe chief of chamberlains). He together with his father Khuaja 
Wahid Qurai^ii was a disciple of ShaiMi Nizamu-d Din, and Malik Sayyidu-l 
Hujjab enjoyed great fame for his piety and goodness towards people. Firoz 
Shah conferred great favours on him and entertained such a high opinion about 
his sagacity that he always consulted him in the aFairs of the country. The 
story of his having been named by Shail^ Nizamu-d Din, as related in the epigraph, 
has been repeated by Sliams Siraj ‘Afif (pp. 445-451), who says that the ShaiHi was 
performing ablutions when the father of Malik Sayyidu-l Hujjab brought him on the 
very day of his birth to the ShaiHi, and the latter called him Ma'ruf and put a drop 

of the water of his ablutions into his mouth. 

Further south, the passage leads to the enclosure which contains the tomb of 
^aiMl Nizamu-d Din and is entered by a doorway on the north. The enclosure, 
measuring 124' 3" north to south by 57' 4" east to west, is paved with marble, and is 
surrounded on the north, south and east by JdU screens of red sandstone, while on the 

west is the mosque known as Jama'at ^ana. 

The tomb of the saint (Plate III, a) stands in the centre of the enclosure. It 

measures 31' 9" square externally, the verandah, which is 6' 9" in width and paved with 
marble, having 5 arched openings on each side, the openings measuring alternately 
5 ' 6" and 3' 3". The columns of the verandah carry multifoiled arches, which in turn 
support a red sandstone chhajja. Above the latter is a pinjra parapet topped by a. 
series of dwarf domes, the corners of the parapet being emphasised by dwarf marble 
chhatris with gilt linials. The arches of the verandah are usually hung with heavy 
cotton pardahs. The tomb chamber, which measures 15' 8" square internally and 
17' 7" square externally, is entered through a silver-plated door on the south side, flanked 
by marble screens. It is lit by openings filled with marble jail screens, set in sandstone 
frames, and also usually kept screened by paMs. The floor round the grave is of 
marble! The dome, which is of bulbous type, springs from an octagonal drum, and 
is ornamented by vertical stripes of black marble and topped by the usual cresting, 
which serves as a base for the gilded finial. Internally, the dome is richly decorated 
with gold and coloured painting. It was much faded, and H. E. H. the Nizam of 
Hyderabad recently made a grant of money for its restoration, which has been 
carried out by the Public Works Depa rtment, Delhi, under the supervisio.u of the 

- literally means famous, and this meaning is alluded to in the verse 9th, wherein the gentleman. 

expresses a hope to attain fame in the next world. 
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Arclia?ological Department. To the north and east of the grave, the wall contains 
three screens of marble lattice work, the centre screen being larger than those on either 
side, while in the centre of; thp western wall is a gilded mihrdb. A wooden canopy 
(Plate III, h) hangs over the grave, and plated glass balls are suspended round it as 
ornaments, producing a very tawdry effect. The marble grave, which is kept covered 
with a pall, is surrounded by a balustrade of the same material measuring 8' S" by 4' 4" 
and 1' l" in height. 

At the head of the grave on a wooden stand is placed a manuscript copy uf the 
Quran which is oddly described by Professor J. N. Sarkar as having been written by 
the emperor Aurangzeb.i The manuscript is dated 1127 A.H. (1715-16 A.D.), some 
nine years after the death of that emperor, and there is no internal or external evidence 
to indicate that Aurangzeb or any other Mughal emperor was in any way connected 
with it. The attendants of the shrine relate that the copy of the Quran has been there 
for a very long time, but they have no knowledge of its origin. 

The history of ^ailh Nizamu-d Din’s tomb, which has been repaired and added 
to from time to time, seems to be as follow:— 

The saint was buried in the courtyard of the mosque which was built by him during 
his lifetime.^ Soon afterwards, Muhammad ^ah Tughlaq erected a cupola over his 
grave.® It was ornamented by his successor Firoz Shah, who writes “ I also made 
the arches of the dome and the lattice work of the tomb of his holiness Sultanu-1 Mu^ail* 
Nizamu-1 Haq Waddin may God purify his grave—of sandal (wood), and hung up the 
golden chandeliers with chains of gold in the four recesses of the dome.”'* It was 
rebuilt in the time of the emperor Akbar. Lai Beg, the author of Thamratu-1 Quds, 
who was the BaMi (paymaster) of the prince Murad, the second son of Akbar, writing 
in the year 1006 A.H. (1597-98 A.D.) says " Let it be known that the stone pavement 
of the court of his (Shailh Nizamu-d Din’s) shrine together with the latticed stone 
screens and the dome of his tomb were finished during the eternal reign of Jalalu-d 
Din Muhammad Akbar, the king champion of faith, by his dignified nobles such as 
Bairam I&an, A‘zam l^an, Mirza IQian and Khuaja Jahan, etc.”® Apparently this 
refers to the re-erection of the central tomb chamber and Sayyid Faridun j^an, who 
put up at the head of the grave a marble slab engraved ■with the following inscription 
containing his name and the chronogram of the year 970 A.H. (1562-63 A.D.), seems 
to have been specially connected witli the building operations. 
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1 History of Aurangzeb, vol. I, pp. 5-6. 

® Thanflardtu-l Quds, folio 261 {h). 

3 8iyaru4 A^dhjd, p. 154 ; S/iajaratu4 Anwar, folio 238 (h), 
* FatHliai-i Firoz Shdhi, folio 10 (?>).. 

® Thamardtu-l Quds, folio 2636-264a. 
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Translation. 

“ There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet. 

(1) Thanks (be to God) that the lOian of the dignity of the sky resolved to build 

the tomb of his holiness the (^auft^ of the world (^aili Nizamu-d Din). 

(2) He (the I^an) is the glory of the sun of (his) family and a star of the height 

of honour, a Sayyid of high descent and a chief of the veneration of an angel. 

(3) Its (the tomb’s) founder was a Hashml (a descendant of Ha.Aim the ancestor 

of the Prophet) and its builder was (also) a Ha^mi, men in whose time 
flourish letters. 

(4) When I sought to find out its date, the pen of wisdom wrote ‘ Qiblagah^ of 

nobles and commoners’ {i.e. all) (970 A.H.= 1562-3 A.D.). 

(5) 0 Faridun turn your face with truth towards his tomb, perchance by the 

favour of the saint your work may be accomplished. 

Scribe of this Husain Ahmad Chi^ti.” 

In the year 1017 A.H (1608-9 A.D.) Farid Murtaza ^an raised over the grave 
a wooden canopy inlaid with mother of pearl and incised with the following inscription: 
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Translation. 




(1) “ For the Shail* of Dehli (named) Nizam (u-d Din), two Farids made ready 

all (that is required) in this world and in the next. 

(2) One Farid gave him a transitory building, the other raised him to the position 

of everlasting life. 

(3) Murtaza Hian over his grave erected a dome (lofty) as the sky. 

(4) A blue cloud rose from the world, and a union dropped into the oyster shell. 

(6) On the earth his square tomb threw wide its four doors (for worship) in all 

its four sides. 

(6) The roof of the sacred tomb did the work of the high firmament on the earth. 

^ In the oonvontical language of mystics, the name Ghauth or Qutb is applied to the hierarch of the saints, who 
is snpposed to be pre-eminently endowed with sanctity and with miraculous faculties. At his death his plaoe 
is believed to be filled by another Ghauth. 

^ A place towards which Muslims look during prayer, hence the most sanctified place. 
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(7) The sky on its four fii^m pillars repeated spontaneously the taJchir four times 
‘ - {i.e., expressed wonder). 

(8) He who turned his face away from his place (grave) turned his back on the 

great Ka'ba, 

(9) And he who bowed his head to him made his face bright like a mirror. 

(10) Should you serve as sweeper of his place (grave) you are capable of the work 

of a hundred Messiahs. 

(11) I searched for the date of this fabric, wisdom gave as inspiration—‘ The 

dome of the Shaikh ’ (1017 A.H.= 1608-9 A.D.). 

(12) May he who built these seven green ceilings (heavens) increase the honour 

of the builder.” 

^alil-ullah aan, entitled ‘ Umdatu-1 Mulk,,. who was governor of Dehli during 
the reign of ^.ahjahan, built in the year 1063 A.H. (1652-3 A.D.) the verandah round 
the tomb,^ the material being marble and red sandstone. The inscription on the second 
" and fourth arches of the verandah towards the south referring to its erection and date 
. Tims as follows 

I; ••‘ir i-'bf if ^i'| 

Translation. 

“ In the reign of his exalted Majesty Sahib Qiran ThanI (the second Lord of happy ^ 
conjunction, i.e., Shahjahan) the most humble of men (named) Khalil-ullah j^an son of 
Mir Miran Alhusaini Ni'matullahi, who was the governor of Shahjahanabad, erected 
this verandah round the blessed tomb in the year 1063 (1652-53 A.D.).” 

In the year 1169 A.H. (1755-56 A.D.) ‘Alamgir II put up the tablet bearing the 
following inscription, and possibly carried out other repairs and additions as well. 

bo ^4?^ ^ 

4_ »;1;0 4- ;b:0 4. »jlOc 4< 

(1*1^ fUSAb 

Translation. 

(1) “ He, who becomes the slave of Mzamu-d Din with his heart, receives the 

royal crown of the whole world. 

(2) 'Azizu-d Din (known as ‘Alamgir II) performed the services of a slave with 

true faith ; the kingly crown of Hind (India) has now been given me (‘Azizu* 
dDin). 

(3) Through him is healed my wounded heart without recourse to food, prayer, 

me<licine or physician. “ 


^ (c) 

o" c/*' *; ^ J** (r) 

jt vl (t*) 


'Shaiaratu-l Anwar, folio 238 (6 ); Afh&ru-» Sanadld (ed. Cawnpore 1904), chapter III, pp^ 30-1. 





14 


A GUIDE TO NI?AMU-D DIN. 


Jama'at Khana. 


(4) Much afflicted are the people now, O beloved of God (Nizamu-d Din); confer 
favour on sinners, as you are a friend of God. 

Under the supervision of Ho shy ar ‘Ali Khan the eunuch slave. The year 1169 (1755-6 
A.D).” 

The language of this inscription which is old Urdu deserves special notice. 

In 1223 A.H. (1808-9 A.D.) Nawab Ahmad Ba khsh Ifflan of Firozpiir replaced 
the red sandstone pillars of the verandah by others of marble,^ and the curious parapet 
with its line of miniature domes is apparently of the same date. In the year 1236 
A.H. (1820-21 A.D.) Faizullah Man Bangash added the copper ceiling, ornamented 
with blue enamel, to the verandah.^ The dome, as it now stands, was rebuilt by Akbar 
Shah II in 1239 A.H. (1823-4 A.D). In the year 1300 A.H. (1882-3 A.D.) Murixld 
Jah of Hyderabad erected around the grave a marble balustrade engraved with the 
following inscription :— 

y 

ir* *' jiuo t t./* 

Translation. 

“ Offered by the slave of slaves and the devoted servant (named) Muhalyu-d Din 
Bahadur Shamsu-1 Umara Amir Kabir Murdiid Jah, on the 21st of the month of Safar 
the victorious, the year 1300 Hijra (1882-83 A.D.).” 

The mosque known as Jama'at Mana (Congregation House), which forms the 
western side of the enclosure is the oldest monument at the shrine of Shailffl Nizamu-d 
Din. The account of its building, as given in several historical works, is contradictory, 
and it is hardly possible to say anything with certainty about the date of its erection 
or its founder. According to FariAta it was built by prince Mizr Man, the heir- 
apparent of ‘Alau-d Din Malji and a disciple of the saint.^ Sayyid Ahmad Khan, 
quoting the same authority, says that it was only the central compartment which was 
built by that prince, while the two side ones were added by the emperor Muhammad 
Mah Tu^laq on his accession to the throne.^ On the other hand the author of 
Thamaratu-1 Quds states that the saint built this mosque himself in a period of 30 years.® 
The same author also says “ Two marble slabs very clean and bright, are placed near 
the mil^rdh instead of musallah (prayer carpet), and the Shailffl is known to have offered 
his prayer on them and said ‘Whosoever will say prayer after me on these two slabs of 
stone, God shall hear him and immediately fulfil his desires.’® A marble slab still lies 
fixed on the floor before the central mikrab of the mosque, but this story is not known 
to any of the attendants of the shrine. Firoz Shah claims that he constructed this 
building when he decorated the tomb of the saint. He says “ I erected a new building 
of Jama"at Mana, like which there was none at that place (at the shrine of Shaikh 


^ Skajaraiii-l Anwar, folio 238 (6); A^dru-§ Sanddld (ed. Cawnpore 1904), chapter III, p. 3L 

2 Athdru~8 JSandtBd, (ed. Cawnpore 1904), chapter III, p. 31. 

3 Tdrikh-i Fariskta, pt, II, p* 394. 

* Athdru^s Sanadld (ed. Lucknow 1900), chapter I, p. 38. 

^ ThamarfllU’l Quds, folio 2C4 (a). 

® Ibid, folio 264 (6). 
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Nizamii-d Din) before.”^ It was extensively repaired by tbe emperor Akbar, and an 
account of these repairs is recorded in Thamaratu-1 Quds as follows :— 

“ And the mosque which stands in the vicinity of the tomb was built by him, 
(ShaM Nizamu-d Din) during his lifetime in a period of thirty years as has been already 
related, but its stone was not dressed nicely. About the year 980 A.H. (1572-73 A.D.) 
a royal order was issued, and in a short time skilful masons, having dexterously cut 
the upper surface of the stone to the depth of two fingers, dressed it clean and gave 
it a pleasing finish. Many grand and big mosques are also to be found in other countries 
such as Kabul, Ghazni, Gujrat, Dakhan, Ka^mir and Malwa, but none of them stands 
equal to it in beauty and elegance. Travellers and traders, who come over here after 
visiting various countries, .admit the failings in the architecture of other mosques, 
and declare that they have seen no mosque so pleasing and beautiful as this.”^ 

The building constructed of red sandstone is a fine specimen of the Pathan style of 
architecture. It contains three compartments measuring 95' 9" north to south by 
56' 6" east to west. The main central compartment, 38' 6" square internally, is crowned 
by a low dome rising from a polygonal battlemented drum, while each of the side ones 
measures 53' by 19' and is covered by twin domes. These domes, which are coated 
with plaster and whitew^ashed, are surmounted with marble pimiacles. The eastern 
faqade (Plate IV, a), crowned vdth a row of spearhead battlements, is broken by three 
arches, which are ornamented with cusped soffits and Quranic inscriptions. The side 
arches are closed by latticed stone screens 6' 6" high each pierced at the centre by a 
doorway, which gives access to the interior. The central bay projects a little from 
the main face of the building, and is embellished with bands of geometric carvings and 
Quranic inscriptions, which enclose the arch. Recessed from this latter again is an 
arch, containing a doorway which gives access to the central compartment, and the 
upper portion of which above the doorway is closed by a latticed screen. On either 
side of this entrance is a latticed window ornamented with inscriptions from the Quran, 
which are also found around the internal arches and mihrdhs. In the west wall there are 
three milwab recesses, between the central and northern ones of which stands a red 
sandstone mimbar reached by two steps. The recessed arched pendentives (Plate IV, 
h) ornamented with cuspings and Qm-anic inscriptions are of special interest and have 
been described by Mr. Beglar as " the most beautiful in Delhi.From the centre of 
the dome, which is lined with red sandstone, hangs an inverted cup said to be bf gold, 
which the Jdts are said to have tried in vain to shoot down.^ 

The Persian inscription engraved on the east fagade between the central and the 
southern arches does not make any reference to the building, but contains only the 
chronogram of the death of the saint. It runs as follows : — 



1 Fatul.at4 Flroz Mhiy 10 (&). 

2 ^amaratu4 QudSy folio 264 (a). 
» A. S. L, Vol. IV, p. 75. 


* Athdm-s Sanddtd (ed. Lucknow 1900), Chapter I, p. 38 ; Seven Cities of Delhi, p. 59, 
.... 
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Ma}lis Kii&iia. 


Tomb of 
Jah Ati^ra. 


Translation. 

(1) “ The administrator (Nizam) of two worlds, the king of water and earth surely 

became a lamp for both the worlds. 

(2) When I sought the date of his death, the praiser cried out from the invisible 

‘the emperor of religion ’ (725 A.H.=1325 A.D).” 

The Jama‘at Khana must not be confounded with Majlis Idiana (Assembly house), 
which is an uninteresting building of the Mu^al period to the north. It measures 
some 32' by 25' internally, and consists of a ddldn, tvm bays deep with three arched 
j, entrances bn the south. 

To the south of the tomb of ^ailA Nizamu-d Din, inside the enclosure of his shrine, 
are three marble tombs containing the graves of the members of the royal Mu^al 
family. The westernmost one, adjacent to the south wing of the Jama'at ^ana, is 
that of Jahaniira (Plate V, a) built by that princess during her lifetime.^ It is an 
enclosure open to the sky and measuring 13' 9" by 11' 6" externally. 'The enclosing 
walls, which consist of pierced marble screens 8' in height, stand on a plinth 1' 1" high, 
and contain three bays on each of the four .sides, the entrance occupying the central bay 
on the west. They are crowned by a parapet, perforated anrP carved with a floral 
design, while the four angles of the enclosure as well as the entrance are marked by 
slender marble pinnacles rising 4' 10" above tlie walls. The decorative parapet had 
been much damaged, but it was restored by the Archaeological Department in the year 
1904.^ Inside, the enclosure is paved with marble and contains four marble graves, 
Ij the central one being that of Jahanara. It is simple and of the usxxal shape with a 
shallow depression on the upper surface, in which grass is growing, and at the northern 
end stands a headstone, consisting of a marble slab 6' 7" by 1' lOl" (Plate VI, a) which 
bears the following inscription, written, it is said, by the princess herself :—^ 




JL* 


y 


j’r 


(A 




fXXi 


A* 

|.C|t* 41-. 

Translation. 

“ He is living and everlasting. 

Let naught cover my grave save the green grass, for grass well suflices as a covering 
for the grave of the lowly. 

The humble and mortal Jahanara, the disciple of the Khuajas (preceptors) of 
Chi^t, and the daughter of Shahjahan the king and champion of faith, may God 
illuminate his demonstrations. The year 1092 (1681 A.D.).” 

The inlay work on the headstone had been much mutilated, and the following 
extract from the Annual Report of the Archasological Survey of India, referring to 
its restoration, will be of special interest here :— 

“ The decoration of this headstone had suflered much at the hands of visitors 
to the tomb. Originally the letters of the inscription were inlaid in black marble,. 

1 Miftdhu~i Tawdrihh. p. 248 ; A^dru~s Sanddld (ed. Cawnpore 1904), uliaptor III, p. 74. 

* Annual Progress Eeportf 1903-4, p. 13 and appendix III; 1904-5, p. 40. 
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with, a foliated border of coloured stones around; but almost all the tassellated pieces 
had been sacrilegiously picked out, and the adjoining surface of the white marble 
ground had been much chipped in the process. Of the coloured stones — agate, jasper, 
and malachite—it was fortunate that some small fragments still adhered in their places ; 
enough to make the restoration certain in every particular. 

To the east of Jahanara’s grave is that of Mirza Nili, the son of the emperor ^ah 
‘Alam II, while to its west that of Jamalu-n Nisa, the daughter of Akbar II, the small 
grave at the foot of the last being of that lady’s child. 

Jahanara, the daughter of ^ahjahan and Mumtaz Mahall, was born on the 21st 
Safar 1023 A.H. (2nd April 1614 A.D.). She was first given the title of Begam Sahib,^ 
and then of Bad^ah Begam,^ and for a long time was the principal personage in the 
Royal Harem. She was a most amiable and accomplished princess, famous for her 
virtues, and the foundress of many charitable institutions, such as mosques and serais, 
the most important of which was the Jami‘ mosque at Agra.^ A magnificent cara- 
vansarai known after her as Begam’s Serai was built by the princess in Dehli at Chandn 
^auk near her gardens, which have been renamed as Queen’s Gardens. The building 
has been greatly praised by Bernier® and also by Manucci,® from whom the following is 
quoted: “ This princess (Jahanara) to preserve her memory, gave orders for the con¬ 
struction of a same in the square, which is between the fortress and the city. This 
is the most beautiful sarde in Hindustan, with upper chambers adorned with many 
paintings, and it has a lovely garden, in which are ornamented reservoirs. In this 
same there put up none but great Mogul and Persian merchants. The king went to 
view the work that’had been done for his beloved Begom Saeb (Begam Sahib), and he 
praised her energy and liberality.” The serai is no longer extant, but from an old map 
of Shahjahanabad in the Delhi Mluseum of Archaeology! we find that it stood at the 
place now occupied by the Town hall and the Municipal ofiice buildings. 

Jahanara is also famous for her literary pursuits. Her favourite study was religion 
specially Sufism, and she was the authoress of a treatise entitled Munisu-l-Arwdh, 
which contains the biography of ^uaja Mu'inu-d Din of Ajmer, with brief notices on 
his chief disciples, the Chi^tl saints, for whom she had great respect, as is also evident 
from her epitaph composed by herself. An incident in her life is related in connection 
with the establishment and growth of the British power in India. On the night of the 
27th Muharrara 1054 A.H. (5th April 1644 A.D.), as she was returning from her 
father’s apartments to the harem, her garments caught fire from a lamp, and she was 
severely burnt. For some time no hopes were entertained of her recovery, but an 
English physician named Gabriel Boughton, who was then at >Surat, was called in and 
restored her to health. Boughton, in reward for his services, was granted a patent 
enabling his countrymen to trade free throughout Shahjahan’s dominions.® On the 

1 Anmial, 1902-3, p. 28. 

2 Badsidh Ndniafh Vol. I, pt. I, p, 391. . 

3 MimiakhdbU‘l Liibdb, Vol. I, p. 306. 

4 Bddshdh Nd 7 nak, Vol. I, pt. II, p. 52 ; Oriental Biographical JXr.fioiuirii, |n 19<>. 

5 Bernier, p. 281. 

® Manned, Vol. I, p. 221. 

’ Catalogue, p. 44, K, 2, -- 

8 Mijtdlin-t Tawdrikh,' pp. 247-8 ; Oriental Biographical Dictionary, pp. 189-80. 
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deposition of her father Jahanara voluntarily shared his imprisonment in the fort of 
Agra and did much to console him in his adversity. She survived him for sixteen 
years dying on the 3rd Ramazan 1092 A.H. (16th September 1681 A.D.). 

Contiguous with the tomb of Jahanara, to the east, is that of the emperor Muham¬ 
mad Shah (Plate VII, a), who was the last of the line of Timur to enjoy any semblance 
of power. He was born on the 24th Rabi'a I, 1114 A.H. (18th August 1702 A.D.) and 
crowned at Fathpur on the 15th of Ziqa'da 1131 A.H. (30th September 1719 A.D.j.i*^ 
The greatest event of his reign was the invasion of India by Nadir ^ah in the year 
1151 A.H. (1739 A.D.), and the massacre of Delhi, which followed, is still remembered 
with horror as the greatest calamity that had ever befallen the imperial city. Muham¬ 
mad Shah survived this disaster for eight years, and died on the 27th Rabi'a 11, 1161 
A.H. (26th April 1748 A.D.).^ 

The tomb of Muhammad Shah is set in a marble enclosure similar to that of Jahan¬ 
ara. It measures 21' 4" by 15' 10" externally and is entered through a doorway on the 
east. The enclosing walls, which are composed of pierced marble screens 7' 2" high, 
contain five bays on the east and west and three on the north and south sides, and 
stand on an ornamented plinth 1' 2" in height. The four corners of the enclosure are 
marked with pinnacles, which also flank the doorway and central bay opposite to it 
on the west. The guldastas, at the top of these pinnacles, have now mostly disappeared. 
The arch head of the entrance is scolloped, and the spandrels are adorned with a floral 
pattern in low relief. The door, which is of marble in two leaves, is embellished with a 
floral design set in panels, three on each leaf of the door. The enclosure, paved with 
marble, contains several uninscribed graves of the same material, the largest which 
stands in the centre, being that of the emperor. The one immediately to the west is 
that of his wife Sahiba Mahall, while at the foot of the last is that of the wife of Nadir 
^ah’s son. The grave to the west of the latter is of the lady’s infant daughter, and 
east of it lies Mirza Jigru, the grandson of Muhammad Shah, and further to the east of 
this again Mirza 'A^uri. The grave in the north-east corner is a nameless one. 

Further east of the tomb of Muhammad Shah is that of Mirza Jahangir (Plate VII, 
|l h), the eldest son of the emperor Akbar II. He was a frivolous young man and 
' often caused much annoyance to the emperor, w'ho consequently ordered Mr. Seton 
to arrest and send him as a prisoner to the fort of Allahabad. Mr. Seton posted British 
soldiers at various places in the fort of Shahjahanabad, and took the prince under 
surveillance in the month of Sha'ban of the year 1224 A.H. (1809 A.D.). A few days 
after, he was escorted together with a few attendants of the seraglio to Allahabad fort, 
and was granted a monthly allowance of Rs. 500.® Beale says that Mirza Jahangir 
was sent to Allahabad by the English, in consequence of having fired a pistol at Mr. 
Seton, the Resident at Shahjahanabad, and adds that the prince resided at Hiusrau 
Ba^ for several years until his death in 1236 A.H. (1821 A.D.). He was first interred 
in the same garden, but subsequently his remains were brought to Delhi.'* 



1 Muniakhahu’l Luhah, Vol. TV, p. 840; Elliot, Vol. VII, > 485. 

• Elliot, Vol VIII. p. Ill. 

TdritA’'^ Muzaffarl, Vol. II, folio 112 (a). 

* Mijidliu-i Tawdn kh. p. 370 ; Oriental BiograiyJiical Dictionary, p. 191. 
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The tomb of Mirza Jahangir, which was built by his mother Nawab Mumtaz 
Mahall,^ consists of a marble enclosure measuring some 19' 6" by 14' internally. It is 
raised 3' 3" from the floor of the courtyard of the shrine of Shail^ Nizamu-d Din, and is 
reached by a flight of four marble steps. 'Two doorways on the east and west give entrance 
to the building, that on the west being provided with marble leaves carved in floral 
patterns. The corners of the enclosure are surmounted by marble guldastas, which 
also flank the doorways. The enclosure, which is paved with marble, contains four 
graves of the same material. The grave of Mirza Jahangir, which lies in the centre, is 
profusely ornamented with floral carvings, and it may be noticed that it bears a talcMl 
the emblem of a woman’s grave. It is said that the grave stone originally belonged 
to a woman’s grave, but was placed over the remains of the prince on a dispensation 
being granted for the purpose by Muslim lawyers. The second grave lying to the west 
is that of Mirza Babar, the brother of Mirza Jahangir. It also was not originally 
intended for its present position. The inscription which it bears refers to one Mir 
Muhammad, with the chronogram giving the date 987 A.H. (1579-80 A.D.). The 


inscription runs as follows :— 



(•/ 


(') 



(r) 



(r) 

Translation. 



(1) “ That Sayyid of high lineage, the mine of benificence, and that sea of generosity 

from which the world gathered..,, 

(2) Is a descendant of 'Ali having Mir Muhammad for his name. When Mir 

Muhammad departed from the world, 

(3) I asked wisdom the date of his death, it said ‘ May the garden of paradise be 

(his) place.’ ” 

The remaining two graves are insignificant, but it seems almost certain that they 
are of the members of the royal family. 

The building immediately to the east of the tomb of Mirza Jahangir is locally 
known as the house of that prince. It consists of a central open courtyard udth two 
arched daldns on the north and south, and is entered by a gateway on the east. In 
the daldns and courtyard are several graves the one in the north ddldn.heing that of 
Mirza Babar’s wife. It is of marble and bears the following inscription on its head 
stone 

jOlyj jiU (I) 

I Yff 


Translation. 

(1) Alas, the wife of Babar Bahadur, repaired suddenly from this faithless world. 

(2) By order of Sahib-i ‘Alam,^ about the date of her death, Baqa said, ‘ She went 

to the everlasting world,’ 

The year 1244 A.H. (1828-9 A.D.).” 


1 Afhdru-s Sanadtd (ed. Cawnpore 1904), chapter III, p, lOO. 

^ Sdhih’i^Alam ai, genersil title of Mughal princes. Jt is still home by the descendants of the ex-royal 
Mughal family residing at Delhi, 
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The grave of lOiuaja ‘Abdu-r Rahman lies in the courtyard of the house of Mirza 
Jahangir, and the chief point of interest in it is that it is not aligned north to south 
according to the practice strictly observed by Musalmdns. The deceased was a disciple 
of Shai^ Nizaniu-d Din, and the local tradition says that he expressed his desire to 
be buried in such a direction that his face might remain towards the tomb of the saint. 

The eastern wall of the enclosure of ShailA Nizamu-d Din, opposite to his tomb, is 
pierced by two small arched doorways, which give access to an open court containing 
several graves, two of them being inscribed. One of the doorways which lies to the 
south bears on the top a marble slab engraved on either face with an inscription referring 
to tbe deatli of one Mirza Muqim. 

Inscriptioji on the western face of the marble slab :— 


4>j| *jiib If CyL. JliJ ai) lOiib (|) 


j.j| «iib Ujl 


UiJ 


V. 


(V) 


(0 

(t) 


Grave of Mirza 
Muqifn. 


Grave of Abul 
Fazail. i 


y aj| dlib ,^1 

Translation. 

(1) “ Those, who have procured a place in the neighbourhood, have obtained the 

object of their heart according to their wishes. 

(2) Do you know wherefrom they have obtained this position ? They have got 

it from Shailh Nizam Auliya. 

Composed by Mir Nawaidi of Nai^apur.” 

On the eastern face of the slab :— 

Translation. 

(1) “ The son Muqim, the slave of the living and immortal, took his seat in this 

tomb, which is full of grace and tranquillity. 

(2) He wall have no anxiety or fear on the day of resurrection, when he became 

the resident of the high paradise. 

Composed by Nawaidi and written by Husain Naq^abi.” 

The grave of Mirza Muqim, which is of marble, lies inside the court facing the 
inscribed doorway. It is engraved with the following verse which contains his name 
and the date of his death :— 

JJ y y 

Translation. 

“ When Mirza Muqim departed from the world, the date was 967 (1559-60 A.D),” 
Beside the grave of Mirza Muqim, to the east, is that of one Abul Fazail, who is 
recorded in the inscription it bears to have been born at Kabul and died at Delhi, in 
the year 968 A.H. (1560-61 A.D.), The grave of Abul Fazail also is of marble and the 
inscription engraved on it reads as follows:— 

id®'* ^ ^ CO 






Ji <»y> j )} ‘V*! 


(0 

(r) 
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Translation. 

(1) “ Alas ! that the moon, whose rising place was Kabul, is concealed in the 

city of Dehll. 

(2) That young plant of the garden of beauty and elegance left the world and 

became mortal. 

(3) The date of the death of that rose was known from the invisible ‘ That rose 

is destroyed from the garden of Murad.’ 

Death of Abul Fazail son of Sayyid Murad in the year 968 (1560-61 A.D.).” 

Beyond the south wall of ^ai]^ Nizamu-d Din’s enclosure there is another 
enclosure, which contains the tomb of Amir Khusrau, the renowned Persian poet of 
India and a favourite disciple of the saint. It is surrounded on the south and east by 
arched compartments mostly occupied by the attendants of the shrine, and on the 
west by a brick masomy wall. The precinct of Amir Khusrau, which measures some 
103' east to west by 56' north to south, is paved with red sandstone slabs, and is strewn 
with a large number of graves, some of which are inscribed and dated. It is connected 
with the enclosure of ShaiMi Nizamu-d Din on the north by an arched doorway, which, 
according to an inscription fixed on it, was erected by one Jawahar in the time of 
‘Alamgir II. The inscription was covered by coats of whitewash, repeated annually 
on the.doorway and enclosure walls on the occasion of the anniversary* of the saint. 
It is written inlaid in black letters on a white marble slab and runs as follows :— 

'i 

(l) 

4>)o >—tti'U (t') 

(IVI 

Translation. 

0 Glorious I 

(1) “ During the auspicious reign of the father of justice, the king 'Alamgir, 

Jawahar erected the door (as a religious work) for reward. 

(2) How joyful the tidings which the invisible crier gave to Ho^yar ‘AH ^an 
‘The generous, opener of doors opened the door.’ 4th (regnal year of ‘Alamgir II). 
The year 1171 (1757-58 A.D.). The children of Mahaldar Man the deceased.” 

The main entrance to Amir Musrau’s enclosure is through a gateway on the 
east (Plate V, h) which was rebuilt by the wish of His Highness the Nizam of Hydera¬ 
bad in the year 1298 A.H. (1881 A.D.). An inscription on the outer arch of the gate¬ 
way, referring to its erection, runs as follows :— 

(l) 

(r) 

■ . I ((") 

^ (•*) 

Translation. 

(1) “ At the dargah (tomb) of the beloved of God who listens (to the prayers of the 
faithful), this gate was built which has victory near it. 

(2) By the order of the Nizam, the king of the Deccan, by the efforts of 
Muhammad Ra^id, -the prudent. 
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(3) And by tbe assistance of Ha^im, entitled Husaini, it was completed without 
the intrusion or ill-will of a rival. 

(4) When I enquired of the invisible the date of its erection, the invisible crier 
said ‘ Rare beyond measure. ’ 1298 (1881 A.D.).” 

The west wall of the enclosure is also pierced by a doorway, but it is mainly 
for the use of the people residing immediately to the south and west of the 
shrine. 

The tomb of Amir Hiusrau (Plate VIII, a) lies in a small enclosure 28' 6" by 20' 
7" surrounded by red sandstone walls of lattice work. The enclosure, paved with 
marble, is entered through a doorway on the south, where it is partly roofed with 
stone slabs. The tomb chamber, which is oblong in plan, measures 16' 2" by 
12' 6" externally, and is constructed of marble. It is covered by a vaulted roof, 
supported on 12 pillars and crowned by two guldastas, one at either end on the north 
and south. The space between these pillars is closed by latticed screens, the central 
bay on the south being open and serving as an entrance to the tomb. Outside the 
tomb chamber, to the north, stands an inscribed marble slab 7' 11" by 1' 6j" set up 
during the reign of the emperor Babar, while on the south lies an iminscribed and un¬ 
plastered grave said to be that of Shamsu-d Din Mahru, the son of Amir ^usrau’s 
sister. The marble grave of Khusrau in the centre of the building is enclosed by a 
marble balustrade. It is ever kept covered by a pall, and a cotton canopy hangs over 
it, tied with ropes to the four corners of the chamber. 

The tomb of Amir ^usrau, like that of ^ailA Nizamu-d Din, has been added to 
at different times. It was the desire of the ShailA that Khusrau should be buried beside 
him, but on the demise of the latter this was objected to. The following account of 
his burial, quoted from Thamaratu-1 Quds, will be read with interest. 

“ When I&usrau died it was intended to bury him by the side of the Shaiji’s grave. 
But one of the members of the royal family^ ( j) ), who had great 

influence, objected to this, saying that in future it would cause difiiculty for the people 
to distinguish the grave of the ^ailA from that of Hiusrau. His real motive, however, 
was that he had built a dome for his burial near the tomb of the saint, and he did not 
like that any one might be interred between the two buildings. On account of this, 
^usrau was buried at the place where his grave now lies. The man, who had raised 
the objection, was deputed on some business by the emperor (apparently Muhammad 
Shah Tu^laq) to Deogir, where he died. The dome built by him became an abode 
of bats and mendicants, until the emperor Humayun, who came on a pilgrimage to the 
tomb of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, passed through that dome, and on account of its filthy 
condition ordered its demohtion.”^ 

No building is known to have been erected at the grave of Amir Khusrau until 
the reign of the emperor Babar, when the inscribed marble tablet, mentioned above, 
w^as put up at its head. The inscription on this tablet also refers to the erection of a 
structure by Mahdi Khuaja, but gives no particulars as to its character. Carr Stephen 
and Sayyid Ahmad Mian, however, state that it was only the enclosing wall which was 

^ Fari^ta (pt, II, p. 403) says that the man who raised this objection was a eunnoh holding the post of prime 
minister. 

’ TJigymrdtu-l Quds, folio 289 (a) and (b). 
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'Cdnstr acted by Mabdi 'Tbe inscription which contains several verses runs 

as follows:— 

4JL11 J^j jJU|)i| iJiS 

Translation. 

“ There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet. 

The earth was honoured by this tablet in the reign of Babar the emperor and 
champion of faith.” 


jur 


J 


(I) 

J^j 


3i 


G>Jiy 

ir) 

JIS.. 

4 - ; 


^.jh> 


(r) 





JU Jl 

(t*) 

JUL. 




k.2jj ^A.o.i| 

(0 


Translation. 

(1) “Mir l^usrau, the king of the kingdom of words (poetry), the ocean of accom¬ 

plishment and sea of perfection. 

(2) His prose is more attractive than flowing water, his poetry is clearer than 

limpid water. 

(3) (He is) a peerless singing nightingale and an unparalleled sugar-tongued parrot. 

(4) For the date of his death, when I bowed my head above the knees of thought, 

(5) A chronogram occurred ‘ peerless ’ and another ‘ Sugar-tongued parrot.’ ” 

(725 A.H.=1325 A.D.) 

o "b vi/" j 

Translation. 

“ The tablet of my dust is without even a word of hopes of a meeting with my 
beloved, simplicity is the only sign of my true love.” 

i_bj (t) 

Translation. 

(1) “ Mahdi Hiuaja, a Sayyid of rank and dignity, became the founder of this 

matchless and incomparable building. 

(2) I said ‘ the good efforts of Mahdi Kiuaja,’ when they enquired of me the date 

of the foundation of this building. 

It is written by Shihab the enigmatist of Hirat.” 

1 Athdru-s SanacBd (ed« Cawnporo 1904), p. 58 ; Cart' S(eph€7i, p. 115. . t 
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The chronogram in the last verse does not reconcile with the other facts stated 
in the inscription. It places the erection of the building by Mahdl Hiuaja in the 
year 897 A.H. (1491-2 A.D.) when Sikandar Shah Lodi was on the throne of Delhi. 
Now Mahdi Khuaja was a brother-in-law of the emperor Babard and he is not known 
to have come to India before the conquest of that country by Babar in the year 932 
A.H. (1526 A.D.). Nizamu-d Din Ahmad, the author of Tabaqat-i Akbari, describes 
the Khuaja as a generous and liberal young man, and he speaks of a conspiracy made 
by Amir Nizamu-d Din ‘Ali j^alifa, the prime minister, at the time of Babar’s death 
to raise him to the throne in place of Hurnnyun.^ Moreover Shihabu-d Din of Hirat, 
the scribe of the inscription, came to India with the historian Khund Mir in the year 
934 A.H. (1528 A.D.) and was introduced to Babar in the beginning of 935 A.H. 
(September 1528 A.D.). These facts supported by the internal evidence of the inscrip¬ 
tion itself, the first verse of which refers to the erection of the tablet during the reign 
of the emperor Babar, leaves no doubt that the building by Mahdi j^uaja was also- 
constructed about the same time. The value of the chronogram apparently requires 
some addition to give the exact date, and similar instances are not uncommon in 
Persian chronograms, when the required dates are obtained by making an addition to 
or subtraction from their values, which operations are technically styled as Ta‘mlya-i 
DdMiilO'. and Ta‘nilya-i Kkdrija respectively. 

During the reign of the emperor Humayun in the year 938 A.H. (1531-2 A.D.) 
the inner enclosure was built and paved with marble, and a marble tombstone was 
placed over the grave.® It was probably at this time that Humayun ordered the 
removal of the dome in order to improve the site.'* An inscription of this emperor 
dated 938 A.H. is to be found on the north and west walls of the enclosure. It, 
however, does not refer to the erection of any building. 
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v5L 

Om |jl/« (o) 

(♦d'* (v) 

jii ii L- b ^^y^ ytiSJI ^^y (a) 

y (q) 


’translation, 

(1) “ Hiusrau the king of the kingdom of words and the head and chief of saints^, 
whose -name is (engraved) on the tablet of world like the mark on hard stone. 


^ Humayun Ndmah, appendix B, p. 20S fteq. 

a TahaqaUi Allarh pp. 193-4, see also Elliot, vol. V, pp. 187-8, and tAylasaiu4 Tawmkhy pp. 96-7. 

* folio 29 {h), 

* Supra p. 22. 
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{2) He (lit. liis intellect) composed verses in sucli an elegant style that the^tablet 
of meaning was adorned with it. 

(3) He dived into the sea of reflection and by the grace (of God) brought out the 

pearls of expression from it. 

(4) In the year five times five (25) and seven hundred from the flight of His 

Holiness (Prophet) he departed from this world to the next. 

May his end be good. 

(5) By the divine decree Sidra (a tree in paradise) became the residence of the 

bird of his soul, when the call ‘ Irja‘l (turn to me) reached him from the 
high world. 

(6) Nine hundred and thirty eight-years had passed from Hijrat to the reign of 

Humayun, the king and champion of faith, and the wise, 

(7) An emperor, so worthy, that the angels might well ever pray for his prosperity 

to the great God, 

(8) Of high rank, wealthy, and pure, like whom there has never been nor ever 

will be one so peerless or matchless. 

(9) 0 God ! a^long as the world exists may he e’-mr remain in prosperity, and may 

the Lord of the world be his friend, helper and defender against his enemies. 
In the year 969 A.H. (1561-2 A.D.) Shihabu-d Din Ahmad aan one of the grandees 
of the court of the emperor Akbar erected a dome with latticed walls of red sandstone 
over the grave.^ The present tomb was built during the reign of the emperor Jahangi r 
in the year 1014 A.H. (1605 6 A.D.) by auaja ‘Imadu-d Din Hasan, and an inscrip¬ 
tion consisting of various verses in praise of Amir ^usrau and containing the name 
of the founder and the date, is engraved in one line running on the four walls at their 
top inside the building. There is also an inscription of the emperor Jahangir written 
on a marble tablet which is fixed on the northern wall. These inscriptions are copied 
below in the same order as they are found on the tomb. 

On the east wall. 

I ^ ^ (0- 

I ;-’! •^■*1 ( f ) 

Translation. 

(1) “ 0 ! Hiusrau, peerless in the world, I am a supplicant at thy tomb. 

(2) It has been built by Tahir; eternal blessing is always found here. 

(3) Wisdom thus spake the date of its foundation, ‘ say to the tomb that it is a 

place of secrets.’ ” 

On the north wall. 

^1* jSXio j 

1 This refers to the verse 28 of Sura LXXXIX of the Quran, which is as follows 
(Return to thy Lord well pleased and well pleasing). 

^ Tliamaratu4 Quds, folio 291 (6). 
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Translation. 

“ The composer of these lines and founder of this building is Tahir Muhammad 
‘ Imadu-d Din Hasan son of Sultan ‘Ali Sabzwari, in the year 1014 Hijra (1605-6 A.D.), 
may Clod forgive his sins and conceal his faults. The scribe 'Abdu-n NabI son of 
Aiyub.” 

On the west wall. 

j j I (l) 

J.M iS Ij yj J} .yijj <Ji.£ (t*) 

tAij (f") 

Translation. 

(1) “ 0 thou! who hast the sweet drink of love in thy cup and receivest messages 

constantly from the friend. 

(2) The house of Farid is ordered by thee, hence is it that thou art entitled Nizam. 

(3) Immortal is the slave ^usrau, for he with his thousand lives is thy slave.”' 
On the south wall. 

}j^ (f) 

rv V y y /!(»') 

Translation. 

(1) “ My name is Neh (righteous) and ‘ Great ^uaja’ ; [it contains] two sjnns,: 

two lams, two qdis and two jlms. 

(2) If you can evolve my name from these letters I shall know thou art a wise man.. 
Scribe the same as mentioned above (‘Abdu-n Nabi son of Aiyub) the grandson of 

^ai]^ Farid Shakar Ganj.” 

The above riddle may be solved as follows :— 


2 sMns ...... 

. 2x300=600 ^ 

(Me). 

2 lams .. 

. 2 X 30= 60 ^ 

(Sin). 

2 qdfs . . .. , ' . 

. 2x100= 200 ; 

(Re). 

2 jlms ....... 

. 2x3 = 6 j 

(Tl"ao). 

Inscription, of the emperor Jahangir. 


(Khusrau). 


j 4J.JI.xlA a**-'* J**!* »tXIolj^ila*J|^)) 

Translation. 

” In the reign of the emperor, the asylum of the world, the father of victory, the 
just king (named) Nuru-d Din Muhammad Jahangir, the champion of faith, may God 
perpetuate. Ms kingdom and reign and extend over all the worlds Ms beneficence and 
benevolence.” 

In the year .1280 A. H. (1663-4 A. D.) one Miyan Jan offered the pair of copper 
plated doors on which he engraved the following 'Urdu inscription containing his name 
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and date. The inscription seems to have been written by an illiterate 
(jojifxmitted a few mistalces in spelling. 

On the west leaf of the door. 



man who 




J d*k3 







(0 




(r) 





(r) 


1 AJuw 


(t*) 




m 


Trn.nslatim ). . 


“ Verses of. a chronogram. 

(1) Amir Khusraii of Dehli is such that his door is like the door of paradise. 

(2) Why should not supplicant at his tomb be favoured, for he is the minister of 

the court of Nizamu-d Din. 

(3) The poor and humble servant Miyan Jan, who is a faithful friend and servant 

of the poor. 

(4) Erected these bright doors in the year 1280 (1663-4 A.D.).” 

On the east leaf of the door. 


^ jyl ik’ (**) 

Translation. 

(1) “ What honour and dignity if you accept them (the doors). 0 ! Amir ausrau, 

dear to Ood. 

(2) Miyan Jan offers the pair of doors ; may he achieve the heart’s wishes, and 

may his heart be illuminated.” 

In the year. 1303 A. H. (1886 A. D.) Muhaiyu-d Din Hian of Hyderabad erected 
the pierced marble balustrade round the grave and inscribed his name and date on it. 

|r*r 


Translation. 

“ Offered by the slave of the slaves the humble Muhaiyu-d Din j^an ^amsu-1 
Umara Amir-i Kabir Hiur^id Jah on the 20th of august Kamazan in the year 1303 
Hijra (22nd June 1886 A.D.).” 

Amir Wiusrau was the chief disciple and friend of Shai]A Nizamu-d Din. His biography-of “ 
real name was Abul Hasan, Khusrau being his- nom-de-plume. Amir Saifu-d Din Amir Khusrau.3 
Mahmud, the father of Hiusrau was of Turkish extraction, and migrated to India from 
BalMi. He was given a place at court, and took up his residence at Muminabad now 
known as Patyali,^ where Khusrau Was born in the year 651 A.H. (1253-4 A.D.).^ At the 

^ Pat^yalT is a small town in Etafi district in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudb. 

2 Tdnkh-i FariMa, pt. TI, p. 402 ; Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p. 219. 
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age of eight during the reign of the emperor Balban, ^usrau went in company with 
his father and brother to Shaili Nizamu-d Din and became his disciple.^ Shortly after 
this Amir Saifu-d Din was killed in a battle and ^usrau, who was then nine years old^ 
was taken under the guardianship of his maternal grandfather ‘Imadu-1 Mulk. At 
the age of 20 he lost his grandfather also, and he entered the service of Daulat Hian 
. Mu'azzam ^an commonly known as Ohhajju ^an. Later on he went to Samana, 
where he received an imperial order to proceed to Lakhnauti,^ but soon after Idiusrau 
and his friend Hiuaja Hasan took service with prince Muhammad Sultan better known 
as ^an-i Shahid, the eldest son of Ghiya&u-d Din Balban and the governor of Multan 
and Sindh, the former having been the keeper of the Quran and the latter of the inkpot A 
Ziya-i Barni writes the following about this eminent prince and the appointment of 
Klmsrau under him. 

“ The court of Muhammad Sultan was frequented by the most learned, excellent, 
and accomplished men of the time. His attendants used to read to him the ^dh Ndmah, 
the Diivdn-i '^a^idi, the Dlwdn-i Khdqdnl and the KJiamsah of Shaikh Nizami. Learned 
men discussed the merits of these poets in his presence. Amir Hiusrau and Amir Basan 
were servants at his court, and attended upon him for five years at Multan, receiving 
from the prince allowances and grants of land. The prince fully appreciated the merits 
and excellences of these two poets, and delighted to honour them above all liis servants* * 
Vthe author of this work, have often heard from Amir ^usrau and Amir Hasan that 
they had very rarely seen a prince so excellent and virtuous as ^an-i Shahid (Martyr 
Prince).”® 

The story of the prince’s death in a battle against the Mughals when ^usrau was 
made prisoner by them is related by the same author as follows :— 

“ In fhe year 684 A.H. (1285-6 A.D.) the Hian of Multan, the eldest son and 
heir-apparent of the Sultan (Balban) and the mainstay of the state, was engaged in a 
battle with Tamar,® the bravest dog of all the dogs of Changez Khan, between Lahore 
and Deopalpun^ By the will of fate, the prince with many of his nobles and-officers 
fell in that battle, and a grievous disaster thus happened to the kingdom of Balban. 
Many veteran horsemen perished in the same battle. This calamity caused great and 
general mourning in Multan, and from that time the ^an of Multan was called Kian-i 
Shahjd (Martyr Prince). Amir Miusrau was made prisoner by the Murals in the same 
action, and obtained his freedom with great difficulty. He wrote an elegy on the 
death of Khan-i Shahid.”^ 

After his release from the Murals, Iffiusrau entered the service of Amir ‘Ali Jama 
Dar,8 whom he has much, eulogized in his poems. Later on the emperor Jalalu-d Din 

1 Tarlkh-i Farista, pt. II, p. 402. 

2 Ihid, p. 402; Khazlnatu-l A^flyd, vol. I, p. 340. In the preface of the Ghurratu4 Kamdl quoted in Thamardtu-l 
Qnds (folio 291 (6) seq) FOiusrau writes that he was only 7 years old when his father died. 

Qwds, folio 292 seq. 

* Tdrith’i FariMiiy pt. II, p. 402. 

^ Zlyd-i Barm, 66-7 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, p. 110. 

• Elliot (vol. Ill, p. 122) reads this name as ‘ Samar.’ 

’ Ztyd-i Barm, p. 109-10 ; Elliot, Vol. Ill, p. 122. 

® Jama Far literally a keeper of wardrobe ; probably Amir ‘All held this post in the royal court 
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Hialii made him his favourite couttier, which honour he continued to enjoy until his 
deathd ^iya&u-d Din Tu^laq after whom he wrote the Tu^laq Namah, honoured 
him more than any other emperor, ^usrau accompanied the emperor in his j.ourney 
to Bengal, hut on the return of the emperor, he remained at Lakhnauti on some 
business.^ In the meanwhile he heard about the death of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din and 
proceeded with all speed to Dehli. Kiusrau felt the death of the ShaM very deeply.® 
He gave away all his property in alms to the poor and beggars, resigned his service 
with the king, and passed away in mourning, six months after his preceptor’s 
death, on Wednesday the 18th ShawwaD of the year 725 A.H. (27th September 
1325 A.D.). 

H\usrau was one of the most celebrated poets of India. He is said to have been 
the author of some 99 works,® of which, however, only a few are known. He enjoyed 
the patronage of several emperors of Dehli, and he had the satisfaction of seeing his 
poems receive universal appreciation during his lifetime. It is stated that Sa di, the 
famous poet of ijiraz, undertook the trouble in his old age of travelling from his native 
country to Dehli in order to make the acquaintance of Kliusrau,® but this statement 
finds little support from contemporary historians and may be accepted with reserve. 
Sa'di might have expressed this desire, but it is not certain that he actually came to 
India to see Miusrau. Indeed ,Ziya-i Barni, on the contrary, states that “ ^an-i Shahid 
twice sent messengers to Shiraz for the express purpose of inviting ^ailA Sa di to 
Multan, and forwarded with them money to defray the expenses of the journey. His 
intention was to build a Hianqah (monastery) for him in Multan, and to endow it 
with villages for its maintenance. Hiuaja Sa'di, through the feebleness of old age, 
was unable to accept the invitations, but on both occasions he sent some verses in 
his own hand, and made his apologies also in writing. ^ 

Amir Khusrau is also esteemed as a saint, and his tomb, which is looked after by 
the PfrzqdMS of Nizamu-d Din, is visited by pious devotees who make offerings to it. 
The anniversary of his death is celebrated with the same pomp and ceremony as that 
of Shaia Nizamu-d Din on the 17th' and 18th of the month of ^awwal every year. 

In the neighbourhood of Amir Khusrau’s tomb to the south-east is a red sandstone 
building 16' 6" by 9' 10", locally known as the Ddldn of Mirdha Ikram. It is paved 
with marble, and contains three arched openings on the north and one on each of the 
east and west sides. Inside the ddldn are four marble graves and an inscription on 
a marble tablet fixed on a doorway in the centre of the back wall contains the chrono¬ 
gram of the death of Ikram, after whom the building is known. 


1 Tankh-i Farista, pt. II, p. 402. 

2 p, 403. _ a 7 

^ Biyani-l FarMia, pt. 11, p. 403 ; Kka^matu-l vol. I, 341-42; 

A'uVlya-9 p. 100. , _ . . . rr - . 

4 Mirat-i Aftab Nimd, folio 95 (a) ; Kkazlnatii-l Asjlyd, vol. I, j). 342 ; Safln<jUu4 Aulhjd, p. 100^ Haydt-i 

^hiiarau, p. 60 ; Parishta (pt. II, p. 403) however, places the death of gbiisrau on the 29th of Ziq,ada but it cannot 

be correct. His anniversary is observed on the 18th ^awwal, which is generally believed to be the date of his 

death. 

^ Oriental Biographical Dictionary^ p. 219 ; ThaniardUi-l Qnds, folio 287 (6), Asfhjd, vol. I, p. 341., 

Ilaydi-i Ki'usrm, p. 90 j Fari^ta (pt. II, p. 40?) reduces this number to 92. 

® Tdrith’i Farishtay pt. II, p. 403 ; Mirat-i Aftdh folio 94 (5). 

^ Zlyd-i Barni, p. 68 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, p. 110-111. 
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The inscription runs as follows :— 
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I 1^ I ^ dl- 


f* *f® 


Translation. 


Grave of ziyau-d 
Din Barnf. 

I^an-i Dauran 
Khan’s mosque. 


Langar Kh ana. 


(1) “ Ikram shone in the favour of the king as a particle of sand reflects the sun. 

(2) He was buried at the feet of Khusrau, and Sayyid said ‘ Ikram attained rest 

(was interred) at the feet of Khusrau.’ 44th year (of the reign of ^ah ‘Alam 
II). The year 1216 A.H. (1801-2 A.D.).” 

Ikram is given the surname of Mirdha,i the rank which he seems to have held 
during the reign of Shah ‘Alam II. 

A stone grave lying concealed under the paving to the east of the dalan of Mirdha 
Ikram is locally known to be that of Ziyau-d Din Barni, the author of Tarili-i Firoz 
Shahi and a disciple of ^ailA Nizamu-d Din. 

The mosque of &an-i Daman ^an (Plate VIII, h) stands beyond the west wall 
of Amir Musrau’s enclosme, and may be approached through the doorway on that 
side. It is a small structme constructed of red sandstone in the late Mughal style, 
The prayer chamber which measmes internally 16' 7" by 9' 11" is surmounted by three 
bulbous domes and is richly decorated inside with coloured painting. In the centre 
of the courtyard lies a stone platform smroimded by a stone jdU balustrade nearly 
one foot high, and containing an inscribed grave, apparently that of Ktian Dauran 
Wian, the founder of the mosque. There are two other unknown graves in the court¬ 
yard of the mosque, while outside it by the south wall are a few inscribed ones, but 
none of these are of any special interest. 

‘ Hian-i Dauran Hian ’ is only a title, and there are not less than four Mu^al 
nobles known to history by this appellation. J^an-i Dauran ]^an, the founder of this 
mosque, is probably Samsamu-d Daulah Hhan-i Dauran Hian Bahadur Mansur Jang 
on whom this title together with the rank of seven thousand was conferred by the 
emperor Farrul^siyar. Muhammad ^ah further bestowed upon him the title , of 
Amiru-1 Uinara. He died in 1151 A.H. (1739 A.D.) of wounds received in a skirmish 
against the Persian soldiers on the occasion of the invasion of Nadir Shah.^ 

Outside the enclosure of Amir Khusrau at its eastern gateway, is a solid looking 
building of Pathan style (Plate V, b), which according to the local tradition was originally 
the hangar Miana (alms house) attached to the shrine of ShailA Nizamu-d Din, It 
consists of an oblong hall 38' by 28' with four arched entrances on the north, and is 
divided internally by local hard stone pillars into twelve compartments. A chdbutra 
standing in front of it has partly blocked three of these entrances, of which the eastern 
one was already closed with a wall, the western archway, however, being open and 
giving access to the building. 


’ A man placed over ten. The rank of Mlrdahah appears to have been the only non-commissioned rank in 
Mughal armies. iftrc^aAa^ is also used in the sense of a servant ‘who looks after ten horses.*^ {Aln-i AJchari^^ 
English translation by Bloehmann, voL I, p. 116n*) 

• Madth%ru-l Umardf vol. I, pp. 819-22. 
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Some 30 yards from the eastern gateway of Amir ^nsrau’s enclosure towards the 
north, and opposite to the tomb of Shaildi Nizamu-d Din almost touching the east 
wall of his enclosure, lies the mausoleum of Atgah ^an (Plate IX, a) built by his son 
Mirza 'Aziz Kokaltaii in the year 974 A.H. (1566-7 A.D.). It stands in a walled 
enclosure which is entered through the doorway of the KhamqoJi of Bahram Shah the 
son of ^ah 'Alam II. The tomb consists of a chamber, which measures 29' 6" square 
externally and is covered by a marble dome. On each of the four sides of the building 
is a deeply recessed arch pierced by a doorway in the centre and enclosed by Quranic 
inscriptions which conclude with a reference to the name of Baqi Muhammad the 
scribe. The doorway on the north, east and west are closed by jdU screens, while 
that on the south forms an entrance to the tomb. The building is constructed of red 
sandstone inlaid with marble and coloured tiles. The interior of the tomb was once 
very effectively ornamented with tile work and painted plaster, but this has now to 
a great extent peeled off, exposing the masonry of the walls and domes. 

Sairu-1 Manazil (folios 46 and 47a) contains a large number of verses which are 
stated to have been written inside the tomb on the walls, presumably on the tiles which 
have now disappettred. They are only expressive of the instability of the world and 
prayers to God, without any historical interest. 'Ihe building had long been in a 
neglected condition until 1903 when it was taken in hand by the Archaeological Depart¬ 
ment, and all necessary measures of conservation were carried out.^ The original 
pinnacle of the dome was destroyed by storm,^ but in recent times has been replaced 

by a gilded one. 

Inside the tomb there are three marble graves ornamented with interesting carving. 
The grave in the centre is that of Atgah j^an, and that on its east is that of his wife, 
Jiji Anagah ; the one on its left is not identified.^ On each of the doors of the building 
there is an inscription engraved on a marble slab, but of these only the following one 
which is on the entrance towards south, refers to the date and erection of the tomb, 
the rest being quotations from the Quran. 

Translation. 

" This noble edifice was finished in the year 974 A.H. (1566-7 A.D.) under the 
superintendence of XTstad j^uda Quli. 

Atgah ^an was the husband of Akbar’s wet-nurse Jiji Anagah. His real name was 
Shamsii-d Din Muhammad, the title Atgah f^an being merely the appellation which 
was given to the husband of a nurse, as the nurse herself was known as Anagah. He 
was the son of Mir Yar Muhammad of ffliazni and first entered the service of Mirza 
Kamran, the brother of Humayun. Atgah Hian was present wffh the Mu^al army, 
when Itoayiin was defeated by iier Shah Siir and aided the emperor in his escape 
from the battle field. Humayun rewarded him by appointing his wife a wet-nurse 
•of prince Akliar. When Bairam Khan, having fallen into disfavour with the emperor 

> AtMru-s SmukM, chapter III, p. 57 ; Mimu-t Tawarlkh, p. 172 ; Carr Stephen, p. 117 ; Keene, p. 57. 

^ Annual, 1003-4, p. 23-5. 

3 Carr St epheM, p. 118 ; Keene, p. 57. ^ T^ 

* Hearn assigns this grave to a brother of Atgah Khan. (Seven Cities of Dehh, p. 117.) 
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Akbax raised a rebellion against him. Atgah Khan was appointed governor clothe 
pLti and sent against Bair.m Mn, whom he defeated For th.s 
reWMded with the title of 'Azam Kian. Shortly after, m the sixth year of the reig 
of Akbar, he was appointed os “ Vakil ” or chanoellor of the emp.r^ This aroused 
the enmity of certain powerful personages of the court such as Mun'im Mn and Maham 
Anagah, Ind at last on the 12th Ramazan 969 A.H. (5th May 1562 A^.) he was 
assassinated by Adham Khan, the youngest son of Maham Anagah. anothei nmK 
Akbar, when engaged with Mun'im Khan and other grandees 

the palace at Agra d According to Farishta Atgah jftan was killed in the y^r 970 
A H (1562-S A D.) by Adham Khan while . ading the Qnrand The body of Atph 
Pan was removed to Dehli and buried near tl tomb of Shail* Nijamu-d Dm Auliya. 
In the year 974 A.H. (1566-7 A.D.) some five yt . after his death Mirza Aziz Kokal- 

tash his younger son erected a tomb over his remains. , v , r • i 

" TheWnodJi of Bahram Shah consists of a three arched ddZdti, constructed of brick 

masoniy and red sandstone, and an open court to the north. The red sandstone door¬ 
way on the east, which gives entrance to the building, bears an inscription inlaid with 

black letters and dated 1225 A.H. (1810-11 A.D.). 


bl 


I rro 








^l£ (l) 


Translation. 

(1) “ Shah Bahram, the son of ^ah ‘Alam erected this pleasant building. 


(2) Wisdom said for the date of its erection ' A sacred and pleasing (lit. increasing 
of spirits) Khauqah (a monastery). The year 1*^25. 

To the north of the court there was another doorway which gave access to the 
shrine of Shaitt Niz5mu-d Din, but it is now blocked up. An in^riptmu engraved 
on a marble slab, is fixed near tliis doorway on the northern face of the wall, and tuna 

as follows :— 






rave of 


rave of th© wife 
I Bahrain Shah, 


Translation* 

“ This paradise like house was built by Muhammad Bahram Shah, the son of Shah 

‘ Alam the king champion of faith.” a ni, j-i- 

The grave of Bahram Shah, which is of marble, lies m the centre of the dalan. 
It is not inscribed. The deceased, as is indicated by the inscription on the doorway 
of the was the son of M Alam 11. In the dalan .nd ^ 

number of other graves, which are believed to he those of the members of the royal 

threLreme west of the courtyard is the g^-ave of BI Jan, the wiie of Ba,hram 
Shah. It is of red sandstone with an inscribed marble slab fixed on the western enclosing 


X Maathir^c-l Vnuim, vol. II. pp. 631-4 ; Aln-i Akban, vol. I, p. 321. 
2 Tdrm-i FarisMu. vol. L ^ 252 : Briggs, vol. II. 211. 
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wall ot the court; The inscription which runs as follows is dated 1222 A.H. (1807—8 
A.D.):— 

i-#'! i^jIa jl o^^a. ^)o ((<) 

I f dX^ 

Translation. 

(1) “ The wife of Bahrain Shah repaired from the world, and his eyes shed tears 

like cloud. 

(2) (This event) left a mark of sorrow on his heart, and the invisible crier said 

‘ Alas ! Bi Jan departed.’ 

The year 1222.” 

At the four corners of the slab are written the names of Allah, Muhammad, ‘ Ah’, 

Fatima, Hasan and Husain. It is not improbable that the burial of his favourite 
wife here actuated Bahram Shah to build the Khdnqah. 

In the centre of the courtyard, a marble grave with two marble slabs standing Grave of 
at its north and south is specially noteworthy. It is of a saint named ^huajgl and ^aujg’i. 
is much older than the KJmnqdh. The northern slab contains the following inscrip¬ 
tion which begins with the halima and is dated 990 A.H. (1582 A.D.) :— 
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Translation. 

(1) “ Khuajgi Darvi^ departed from the world, and he acted as a guide to the 

paradise. 

(2) He renounced this transitory world, as every thing there is to be vanished in 

the end. 

(3) With faith and supplication he came to the door of ^ailh Auliya (Shailh 

Nizaniu-d Din Auliya). 

(4) He stejiped into the highest paradise, and was relieved from the bondage of 

the world. 

(5) Wisdom spoke the date of his death ‘ The age of Darvish was not everlasting.’ 
Composed and written by ‘Abdu-s Salam.” 

The slab on the south is elaborately carved with pleasing floral designs, and is 
•inscribed with the following verse at the top 








JLi 


■j j 


< 


rl 


Translation. 

“ Pity for the revolution of the supportless sky without thee! Thousand piti es 
that there should be the world and not thee.” ' 
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A marble slab of tbe same size and similarly carved lies in the courtyard of the 
J^anqdh. It apparently belonged to one of the few marble graves which lie beside 
that of Wiuaigi and are seemingly contemporaneous with it. The grave of I^uajgi 
as well as the inscriptions on both the slabs are referred to in Saini-1 Manazil (folio 47) 
but nothing is recorded about the saint. 

The EhanqdJi was filled with earth and debris, and overgrown with rank vegeta¬ 
tion. Recently it has been cleared by the Archaeological Department, and most of the 
graves laid bare. In connection with this improvement, the doorway of the Khanqdh 
and that of the tomb of Atgah Hian were furnished with new wooden door-leaves in 
the Mugjial style. 

^aunsath About 50 yards to the south of Atgah Khan’s tomb lies buried his son, Mirza Aziz 

Khambah. Kokalta^. The mausoleum of Mirza‘Aziz is popularly known as ^aunsath Khambah 

(Plate X, h) on account of its sixty-four (Chaunsath) pillars (Khambah). It takes the 
shape of a hall 67' square, built of marble and divided into 25 open bays, which are 
covered by domes. Each of the four sides is divided into four bays by a range of double 
columns set depthwise, from the capitals of which spring pointed arches. The spaces 
between these columns are filled in with latticed marble screens some 10 feet high,, 
and in each of the central bays there is a doorway in the screens giving entrance to the 

tomb. The arches above the screens are open. Pacing the western door of the tomb, 

there is the marble grave of the wife of Mirza ‘Aziz Kokaltash while beside it is his own 
grave built of marble and ornamented with fine carving. A Quranic inscription 
encircles it concluding with the date, 1033 A.H. (1623-24 A.D.). Inside the building 
there are eight other graves which are uninscribed but are said to belong to the 
Kokalta^ family. 

The Chaunsath Khambah stands in a large walled enclosure entered by an arched 
doorway on the west. The main entrance is through a pretentious gateway at the 
north-east corner of the enclosure (Plate X, a). Inside the enclosure to the north of 
i| the Chaunsath Khambah are the graves of the daughters and wives of Bahadur Shah, 

i i the last king of Dehli.^ . i i/i j 

Mirza ‘ Aziz Kokaltaii was the youngest son of iiamsu-d Dm Atgah Khan and 

biographical jj:jj ^nagah, the nurse of Akbar. He was the foster brother and playmate of Akbar, 
account of Mirza ^ surname of Koka or Kokalta^i, which means a foster brother. 

.AZ.Z Kokaltash. tenderly, though often offended by his boldness he 

would but rarely punish him. He used to say “ Between 'Aziz and me is a river of 
milk which I cannot cross.”^ He was one of the best generals of Akbar, having per¬ 
formed signal services in Gujrat, Bengal and the Deccan. He held the rank of 5,000 
with the title of Hian-i 'Azam, and two of his daughters were married to princes of 
the royal blood, one to prince Murad, the son of Akbar, and the other to prince Hiusrau, 

the son of Jahangir. . . ,, ^ . .u 

He incurred the displeasure of Jahangir by giving a favourable countenance to the 

rebellion of prince Kiusrau, his son-in-law, and during the reign of that emperor he 
was more than once deprived of his rank and imprisoned but was soon after restored 
to his position. In the eighteenth year of the reign of Ja hangir he was appointed t utor 


^ CafT Stepheny p. 121 ; Keeney p. 58. 

* Maathini-l Umardy vol. I. 675 ; Ahi-i AJchan, vol. I, 325. 










A GUIDE TO NI2AMU*D DIE. 



%L 


/ 


35 


{atdllq) to prince Dawar BaHiii, tlie son of lOiusrau, who had been appointed governor 
ofGrujrat, but a year later died at Ahmadabad’- (1033 A.H.—1623-24 A.D.). His 
corpse was brought to Dehli and buried close to his father’s mausoleum, where a 
splendid monument was erected over his grave.® 

Mirza 'Aziz was remarkable for ease of address, intelligence, and knowledge of 
history, but seems frequently to have brought trouble on himself from his freedom 
of speech.® 

Other monuments of interest inside the enclosure of the village of Nizamu d Din 
are the Lai Mahall, the inscribed mosque of Hian-i Jahan and the tomb of Hian-i Jahan 
Tilangani. They are now mostly ruined and occupied by villagers, but are not 
without interest. 

The Lai Mahall or the Red palace (Plate XI, a) stands some 50 yards to the north lSi Mohaii. 
of the Chaunsath Khambah near the northern enclosing wall of the village. The whole 
structure, which is raised on a ckcdmtra, is much dilapidated. It is constructed of red 
sandstone and consists of a central domed apartment surrounded by an arched ddldn 
on each of its four sides. The latter have red sandstone pillars very simply orna- 
mented, and lintels supporting a flat roof of the same material, over which are chhatrls 
on the east, west and south, the northern chhatrl having disappeared. Some 25 feet 
to the north-west of the dome on the same chabutra is a double storeyed chhatrl which 
was originally connected with the palace. Sayyid Ahmad Khan identifies this building 
with Kfidiak-i Lai, which he says was erected by !^iyathu-d Din Balban before he 
ascended the throne.* Carr Stephen assigns it to 'Alau-d Din Khalji and says “ Of 
the history of these ruins, we know nothing, but the opinion that they belong to the 
Iftilji kings and very probably to ‘Ala-uddin has received the support of Mr. Campbell’s 
authority. There is nothing palatial about these ruins; thirty years®^ ago they were 
more numerous, but red-stone having since risen in value by the growing demand for 
it in the neighbourhood, this neglected building has suffered from the ravages of 
plundering villagers * * * The style of the ornamentation,* of the battlements, 

and of the mouldings so strongly resembles that in the Alai Darwaza at the Qutb than 
there can be no reasonable doubt as to the two buildings having been designed and 
built at the same period; and we have thus ample warrant for describing the Lai 
Mahal as the work of ‘Ala-uddin.”6 

The mosque of Khan-i Jahan’ (Plate IX, h), the prime minister of Piroz iiah, lies 
at the south-east corner of the village of Nizamu-d Din, and can be easily approached 
from the eastern dilapidated gateway of the village enclosure if the visitor should desire 
to avoid its dirty lanes. It is a big structure, but in an advanced stage of decay, and, 

1 Maathiru-l Umard, vol. I, pp. 675-689 ; Atn-i Akhari, vol. I, pp. 325-27. 

a Miftahu-t Tawdrlkh, P- 199 ; Athdru-g Sanddid, chapter III, p. 62 ; Carr Stephen, p. 119. 

» Madthiru-l Umard, vol. I, 689-90 ; Aln-i Akhan, vol. I, 327. 

* Atharu-a SanddU (ed. Cawnpore 1904), chapter I, pp. 14-16 ; Ziya-i Barni (pp. 122 and 130) also refers to 
Kuahak-i Lai, but does not give the name of the founder or the date of its erection. It may, however, be infei-red 
from his account that it was built by Balban and stood in the old city of Dehh, %.e., near Qu^b. According to 
lOiulasatu-t TawariHi (p. 28) it was built by Jalalu-d Din laalji, but it is not stated therein as to where this 

building was located. 

® Carr Stephen wrote in the year 1876. 

® Oarr Stephen, p. 215. 

’ Athdru-f SattddU (ed. Cawniiore 1904), chapter III, p. 36 ; Carr Stephen, p. 149. 
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like other mosques of this founder, is built of rubble stone coated with plaster, which 
has now become quite black with age. It is of the same design as the Khirki mosque, 
containing four inner courts and numerous domes, many of which have now collapsed. 
The building was occupied by the villagers until a few years ago, when the local authori¬ 
ties had it evacuated on the recommendation of the Archaeological Department. The 
following inscription referring to the erection and date of the mosque is engraved on 
a marble slab Avhich is fixed on its eastern gateway (Plate VI, b) :— 

yi j jfiw (JLAij 

«o)j a*--'* ajU j ^ dU/cxfa. sLS. y}) 

jO oUaa JU ji) 

- ail ob j isiilij |j »ajij 

Translation. 


By the favour and grace of God the most holy and omnipotent, during the reign 
of the king of kings of the age, strong by the help of the merciful, Abul Muzaffar Firoz 
Shah the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and increase his command and dignity 
—^this mosque was built by the son of the slave of the threshold which is as exalted in 
dignity as the sky and is the sanctuary of the world, (named) Junan ^ah Maqbul 
entitled Hian-i Jahan son of ]^an-i Jahan in the year 772 from the flight of the Prophet 
(1370-71 A.D.), may God bless him and give him peace. May God have compassion 
on him who, offering prayer in this mosque, should remember this slave with Fatiha^ 
and prayers for his faith.” 

^an-i Jahan, the father and the son, were, in succession, the prime ministers of 
account of Kh-m i Sliah Tu^laq, and had the greatest influence in the court of that emperor. Hian-i 
Jahan Maq^i, Jahan, the father, was a Hindu convert whose original name was Kattii. He Avas a 
and i^an°i Jahan native of Tilaiig, and a man of high position in favour with the Rai (ruler) of that 
bin Khan-i Jahan country. When Bultan Muhammad Shah sent the Rai as prisoner to DehlF and the 
latter died on the way, Kattu presented himself to Muhammad Shah and embraced 
Islam. The Sultan gave him the name of Maqbul and bestowed on him many marks 
of his favour. In the reign of Muhammad Shah he received the title of Qawamu-1 
Mulk, and a grant of the fief of Multan. Later on he was made I^aib Wazir under the 
premiership of ^uaja-i Jahan x4hmad Ayaz, when he used to seal and place his signa¬ 
ture on 'panvdnas as Maqbul, ^he slave of Muhammad Tughlaq.” ( ) 

On the demise of Muhammad Shah, Khuaja-i Jahan^ who was at Dehli attempted to 


Short 

biographical 


^ The first chapter of the Qurariy which is recited for the dead. 

2 This probably refers to the conquest of Tilangana and Arangal {Farista calls it Warangal) by Muhammad 
Shah in the year 721 A.H. (1321 A.D.) while he was a prince. The name of the Rai, who bad been sent to Dehli 
with all his relations and dependants was Rai Laddar .Deo. There is, however, no luention here of Kattu or 
of the death of the Rai. (Zlya-i Barnl, pp, 449-50 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, p. 233 ; Fariskid; pt. I, p. 131.) 

^ Kiaaja-i Jahan was beheaded for this rebellion. He was a disciple of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din Aullya, and 
among the various religious observances he performed to prepare himself for execution,he is said to have also worn 
the sacred cap and the turban, which he had received as i olics from the saint. (Shams Sirdj ^Aflf, pp. 69 and 77 ) 
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place a son^ of the late emperor on the throne. Qawamu-1 Mulk was also at that time 
in Dehli, but when Firoz Shah approached the city, he went out to meet him, and helped 
him to get possession of it. He was then made Wazir and received the title of Wian-i 
Jahan. He held this high and responsible post for nearly 18 years until his death, 
which happened in the year 770 A.H. (1368-9 A.D.), and during all this period he enjoyed 
the greatest trust of his master and the love of the public. The emperor shed tears 
at his loss, and the whole of Dehli went into mourning for him. I^an-i Jahan was 
a disciple of Shai^ Nasiru-d Din ^ira^-i Dehli and he was buried at the foot ( ) of 

^ailh Nizamu-d Din Auliya.^ 

j^an-i Jahan, the son, was born at Multan, when his father held the fief of that 
province. The father wrote to acquaint Sultan Muhammad Shah with the fact, and 
that monarch directed that the child should be named Junan Sfiah.® His full name as 
given in the inscriptions on this mosque and on the Kalan Masjid in ^ahjahanabad 
is Junan ^ah Maqbul ) but the ending Maqbul represents the name of his 

father only. After the death of ^an-i Jahan Maqbul, the emperor Firoz Shah promoted 
Julian Shah to the high post of Wazir, and bestowed on him the title of ffian-i Jahan 
bin Kian-i Jahan (Iftan-i Jahan son of ]^an-i Jahan). He acted as minister 
under Firoz ^ah for about twenty years, and the emperor committed all the 
affairs of the kingdom to his charge. Towards the end of the reign of Firoz Shah, 
enmity broke out between ;aan-i Jahan and' the prince Muhammad Khan, afterwards 
Muhammad ^ah, which resulted in the total downfall of the former.The prince 
managed to secure the royal orders for the dismissal of the minister, and one 
night in the month of Rajab 789 A.H. (1387 A.D.) attacked his house. Hian-i Jahan 
unable to make resistance fled to Miwat, where he sought refuge with Koka Chauhan, 
at Mahari. His house was, however, plundered and several of his adherents were put 
to death. The prince, who was now entrusted with full powers by the Sultan, sent 
Malik Yaqub, entitled Sikandar ^an, with an army against ]^an-i Jahan. When 
this force reached Mahari, Koka ^auhan seized Mian-i Jahan and sent him. prisoner 
to Sikandar Man, who killed him and carried his head to court.-'’ 

Man-i-Jahan Junan Shah is famous for building several mosques in and near 
Dehli,® of which those lying in Mirki and Begampur villages, and the Kalan Masjid 
in the city of Shahjahanabad are the most prominent. It will be interesting to note 
that the inscription on the Kalan Masjid is dated only one month before he had to fly 
for life to Miwat. 

The tomb of Man-i Jahan Tilangani (Plate XI, b) stands in an extensive enclosure 
surrounded by battlemented walls at the south-west corner of the village. Locally 
this enclosure is known as Kot and is thickly populated by the Pirzadas or attendants 

1 Muhammad Shah had no son, but only a daughter who was born in the reign of Ohiyaditi-d Din Tughlaq 
(Shams Biraj '‘A f if y p. 54). 

^ i^iams Sirdj ^Aflj, pp. 394 seq, 421-4 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, pp. 367-8, 371. 

3 The real name of Muhammad Shah was Fatou-d Din Juna pt. I, pp. 128-9), audit is apparent that 

the emperor named the child after him. The historical works have this name written in three diffei’ent ^vay.s, viz., 
(Juna, Juna and Junan). The inscriptions of Wian-i Jahan on his mosques confirm only the last 
reading, and this may be taken as correct^ pronounced as Jauna is a Persian word meaning “ The Sun.” 

^ Sirdj 'Aflj, pp. 425-8 ; Elliot, vol. Ill, p. 371. 

® Elliot, vol. IV, pp. 15-16 ; see also Baddoni, vol. I, pp. 252-4. 

• Carr Stephen, 148-57. 
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of tli6 shrine of Shaikh Nizarnu-d. Din, who have also occupied the tomb of Tilangaaii. 
An arched gateway, on the north, gives entrance to the Kot. The tomb of Tilangani, 
which is constructed of rubble and dressed stone, is octagonal in plan with a diameter 
of some 74 feet. It consists of a central domed chamber enclosed by a verandah having 
three arches on each side of the octagon. These arches are supported on double square 
pillars of dressed stone, while on the roof of the verandah are eight domed chhatrlSy 

one at the centre of each face of the octagon. 

The tomb is not inscribed, but the local tradition assigns it to one lOian-i Jahan 
Tilangani, who is related to have been a disciple of ShaiMi Nizamu-d Din and a general 
in the army of Firoz Shah Tu^laq. Apparently this Wian-i Jahan is the same as 
Wian-i Jahan Maqbul, the well known prime minister of Firoz Shah, who was a native 
of Tilang or Tilangana. He was really a disciple of ^aM Nasiiu-d Din Chiragh-i 
Dehli, and not of Shai^ Nizamu-d Din, but we learn from ^ams Siraj ‘Afif (p. 424) 
that he was buried at the faydn ( ) of the latter. Now pdydn, which literally 

means the place where shoes are placed, is used for respect to the saint, and in a general 
sense may denote the vicinity of the tomb of ShaiHi Nizamu-d Din. Hian-i Jahan 
died in the year 770 A.H. (1368-69 A.D.), and his tomb was in all probability built 
by his son ^an-i Jahan bin Hian-i Jahan Junan Shah who in the same connection also 
erected the mosque noticed above. The mosque which is dated 772 A.H. (1370-71 
A.D.) lies immediately to the east of the Kot, but this latter building is so thickly 
populated in and about, that it is difficult to determine the relation between the two 
edifices. The tomb of Wian-i Jahan is similar to those of Mubarak Shahi and Muham¬ 
mad ShaF the Sayyid kings, or their prototype that of ‘Isa Hian,^ and it inay there¬ 
fore be taken as the first or original specimen after which these later buildings were 

erected. 


'—I rru.. Mubarak Shah lies in Mubarakpur Kotla about two miles to the south-east of Safdar Jang’s 

'For Mubarak Shah’s tomb see Athdru-s SanadU, chapter III, pp. 4,1-2 ; Carr Stephen, pp. 159-61.) 

*The tomb of Muhammad Shah is in Siairpurvaiage about half a mile to the north-east of §afdar Jang’s 

+ mh (For Muhammad Shah’s torn!) see Afhdru-s SanacBd, chapter III, p. 42 ; Carr SUphen,pp. m^.) 

» tL tomb of Tsa Bian Ues some 200 yards to the east of the vUlage of Nizamu-d Dm. (lor Isa JOian s tomb 
see SMd, chapter III, P- 53 ; Carr SUphm, pp. 197-8.) 
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Plate IT. ' 


( a ). General view of the village of Nizamu-d Din. 
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(6). General view of the Baoli of Nizamu-d Din. 
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( a ). Tomb op Nizamu-d Din. 


W. 


Wooden canopy inlaid with mother-of-peabl over the grave of NizImu-d Din. 


Plinto.-engmved & pnntt?d at the Olllces of the Siirvev of India. nHicntta opji 


Plate III. 
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PliATE IV. 
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( 6 ). 


The inteeioe view of Jamaat mana, showing pendentives. 


(a). East, facade of JAMi^AT Khan a. 
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(b). LaNGAR ]toANA AND THE EASTERN GATEWAY OF THE ENCLOSURE OP AMIR ^^USRAtJ. 


Plate V. 
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( a ). Tomb of Jahanara. 
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(a). INTEEIOR VIEW OF THE TOMB OF JahANARA, SHOWING THE 
INSCRIBED SLAB AT THE HEAD OF HER GRAVE. 



Plate VI. 


(b). Eastern gateway of the mosque of ^an-i Jahan, showing 

THE INSCRIPTION. 


Photo.-eiiprraved & printed at the Offloes of the Survey of India, Calcutta, IU21. 
























Platr VII. 
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Tomb op Muhammad Shah, 
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ib). Tomb of Mirza Jahangir. 
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( a ). Tomb of Amir ;^usrau. 
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Plate VIII. 
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Plate X. 
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(a). North gate of toAUNSATH Khamba. 



ih). i^AUNSATH Khamba. 






















(h). Tomb of I^an-i Jahan Tilangani. 
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Plate XI. 


Piiotiv-eugmved & iirinted at the OHIces of thr Survey of India, I'nicutta, U)21. 
















